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The Journal of Occult Studies has changed its name! Although we have
been encouraged by favorable reviews from Alternatives, The Village
Voice, Library Journal, Theta, Parapsychology Review and most recently
Fate Magazine (Jan, 1979), we have had many requests from notable
researchers and students to remove the word occult from our title. The
back cover of JOS #2 was in defense of the word quoting men such as
Freud, Jung and William James, however, criticisms continued. Since our
aim has always been to communicate rather than alienate, we thought it
best to choose a more comprehensive term which would not affect people
adversely.
The goals of the journal will remain the same: MetaScience Quarterly
will seek to scientifically investigate all aspects of parapsychology
including the more esoteric areas such as UFOlogy, astrology, iridology,
palmistry, Tarot, pyramidology and graphology, as well as the more
generally accepted areas of telepathy, psychokinesis, precognition,
ghosts, life after death, etc. The prefix met a means to transcend, and this is
exactly our aim: to transcend present day science and leave our prejudices
behind.
The aim of MetaScience Quarterly is not to pull ideas out of the air but to
support a hypothesized theory by hard data and scientific methods of
investigation. For instance, in the case of phrenology, although almost
every neurophysiological text written in the 20th century claims that the
study of the bumps on the head is a pseudoscience, not one of these books
has supplied even one study to support their claims.
MetaScience Quarterly will maintain a scientific rigor as it attempts to
bring to our readers the newest thinking in consciousness research.
Therefore, we will also present quantum physical theories as well as
straightforward scientific articles when they are relevent to this goal. Each
article will be written clearly so that ideas are elucidated rather than
obscured, and abstracts, bibliographies and notes will be available
whenever possible.
It is time for all of us to begin this quest together. Communication of
ideas is the goal as we attempt to integrate the occultist with the mystic,
layperson and scientist.
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We are including Letters to the Editor relating to the Journal of Occult
Studies since we view MetaScience Quarterly as really a continuation of
this periodical. Therefore, we have reprinted JOS Vol I, issues 1,2, and 3 as
one large edition with a table of contents and index, and it is available at the
special price of $7.00, a savings of $5.00 from the retail price.
This first issue of MetaScience Quarterly (MSQ) contains 2 special
sections, one on Kirlian Photography and one on Holography. The first is
a 5 part section containing articles on the aura, the recent International
Kirlian Research Association Conference, mini-histories of electricity,
photography and electrography (Kirlian Photography), an attempt to
photograph the aura without a Kirlian machine, and an article on our
electrical physiology. The Holography section is in 3 parts, the first part is
devoted to the current state of the field; the second is on a
neurophysiological holographic model, and the third, on cosmological
and metaphysical considerations. We hope you enjoy MSQandshowitto
your friends and collegues.

A WORD OF THANKS
This 4th issue of the Journal contains 2 special sections: one on
Holography and one on Kirlian Photography. Holex Corporation of
Philadelphia and Laser Fare Ltd. of Providence, RI have donated free
holograms to all JOS subscribers, and we refer you to their ad which tells
you how to find out more about them. Marilyn Ferguson, editor of
Brain/Mind Bulletin has been kind enough to offer to our readers free
issues of her ‘New Developments in Holography’ edition. Please send a
stamped self-addressed envelope to: Brain/Mind Bulletin, Box 42211,
Los Angeles, CA 90042.
We are happy to announce the support of the jewelry firm The House
of Collingwood whose silvered palm offers quite a bit of information in
classical palmistry. We also have displays from New A tlantean Journal, a
source journal for esoteric knowledge mainly concerning UFO’s;
Phenomena Magazine, a scientifically oriented periodical which
combines astronomy and astrology into a synthesized whole; and the
classic occult magazine Gnostica from Llewelyn Publications.
We would like to give special thanks to Jean Poison and the Heritage
Store for their generous contribution. They are an extensive health food
and metaphysical book shop that also stocks a vast supply of Edgar
Cayce medicinal and beauty aid items. Write directly to them for more
information: Box 444-F, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23458. Also special
thanks to Mr. and Mrs. Seifer, Professor Jim Wheeler, C.H. Titus, Rita
Bedard and Lorrain and Ronald Giordino and to all early resubscribers
who have helped the Journal along. Your support is greatly appreciated.

3

f

f

Mount

Jupiter
•s

Solott^X
Reason

MOW!
EARN TO
EAD YOUR
DESTINY!
beautiful Silver Patm will
give you the amazing power to
i your own destiny - and that of
family and friends - at a glance.
lock hidden secrets of the future by
'ing easy-to-locate guides to the Life
ne. Heart Line, Money and Travel Lines.
Other important signs and configurations
are given, too - valuable clues which reveal
rsonal characteristics, and goals - for a true
in-depth reading.
Included with this exciting memento is a FREE
instruction Booklet,
so that you may
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!
£n|Oy Madam Leoa s Un<Jue Silver P*im It not
enjoy it fully
absolutely oehgnteo — return 'O' O'Ompt retuno
for many years
o' purchase once
to come.

MADAM LEDA, Dept, os-79
144 Warren Street. Providence, Rhode Island 02901 j
j

□ Yes, I want to learn my destiny! I enclose check or M.O. for
S3.00 plus 504 Postage and Handling. Please send me
Madam Lada's Unique Silver Palm!
Name
Address
State........................ Zip

4

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Dear Mr. Seifer,
We at The Psychic Observer magazine recently recieved your Journal
of Occult Studies. We regard the periodical as excellently prepared and a
substantial contribution to the field.
Sincerely,
Teresa Nagorka
ESPress, Inc.
Box 8606
Washington, D.C.
Greetings Marc,
Thank you for the Journal. I think it is a number one Journal of its type
and in my top five all time important ones to get each and every issue of..
.1 would very much like to stock your JOS in my store and sell it through
my catalogs.
Dennis Pilichis, Editor
Page Research Library
UFO Information Network
Box 5012
Rome, Ohio 44085
July 8, 1978
Dear Mr. Seifer;
Dr. J.T. Richards asked me to write to you and describe the levitation
experiment that I witnessed at his home in Cape Girardeau, MO, in
March 1972.
The experiment began in the living room, with everyone sitting by
firelight around a TV-tray type table, their hands resting on it lightly. The
experimenters included Dr. Richards and his wife Elaine Richards, Ann
Harms, Marge Kester, two or three others, and myself. We were talking
and laughing, and the table began to vibrate. It rose off the floor and went
down the hall and into the bedroom. It seemed to have great power, and I
don’t think that all of us together could have held it down. While we were
in the hall, the table rapped against the wall in the rhythm of Napoleon’s
theme from Tchaichovsky’s 1812 Overture, and before they opened the
bedroom door it pushed me against the door with the strength of a strong
man or large animal.
In the bedroom, it rose so high that we could hardly reach it. It pushed
me against the lamp, and Elaine Richards turned on the light to stop it,
lest it damage the lamp. (The table always fell when a light was turned
on.) There were raps on the floor, 23 raps then 2, for “W.B.” -the entity
rapping was said to be W. B. Yeats. The raps were repeated a number of
times, and questions were answered through them. I was sitting on the
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floor, and the table was suspended horizontally in the air, with its leg
stroking my hair. Ann Harms saw Yeats standing in the room, as did
several others - everyone saw him, I think except me. Dr. Richards held
out his arm to show where the apparition was, or where he sensed it was,
and Ann took a picture with my small Kodak camera. She aimed too low
to get the head of the figure, but at the top of the picture, above Dr.
Richards’ arm, are two streaks of pink mist resembling the lapels of a
jacket.
At the time, I was 21 years old and had had no previous experience
with the paranormal, but perhaps my inexperience made me more, rather
than less, skeptical. I have since participated further in psychic research,
and my impression of the validity of this experiment holds up under all
the criteria I have since learned to apply. I saw no indication whatever
that the levitation was or even could have been produced by other than
paranormal means. We took a number of pictures of the levitation, none
of which showed any sign of physical support, and in one of the pictures a
clown doll was also levitating in mid-air. The raps in the 1812 Overture
rhythm were so rapid that I could not reproduce them by tapping with my
hand, and only barely by tapping with one finger; yet the whole table was
moving. I would consider that effect impossible to produce mechanically.
The misty form on the picture, also, was unlike anything I have ever seen
in the material world.
In my opinion, these effects could only have been produced by
paranormal means. The only possible alternative explanation would be
psychokinesis from a living person; however, considering the integrity
and serious purpose of the investigators, the possibility of their doing this
deliberately seems so remote as to be beyond consideration.
I hope that this will be of help.
Yours truly,
Shirley D. Starke
RR #2
Valley City, N. Dak.
Dear Marc,
Thanks for your card in answer to my letter of inquriy. My copy of the
journal arrived about a week later and I am most happy to have it and
certainly wish you well.
I was quite interested to find (page 234) that the spirit or force that calls
itself “John King” is still manifesting. Theodore Flournoy says in
“Spiritism and Psychology” (1911) “Morselli retraces the history of his
(John King’s) pretended manifestations through diverse mediums, for
fifty years. . .” I have not been able to find Morselli’s book, but I’m
keeping my own file of spirits that endeavor to manifest from the spirit
plane, through whatever medium, animate or inanimate, so I was glad to
find this message. I hope experimenters really read the messages in the
midst of their concern with what or who is the sender.
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According to my file John King has made at least the following
appearances:
1. Through Nelson and Jennie Holmes wanting to dictate his
autobiography.
2. As the, or one of the, controls of Eusapia Palladino;
3. As H.P. Blavatsky’s control for 10 years.
4. Through H.P.B. at Irving Place, N.Y., where she defended the
Holmes’ in the Katie King scandal;
5. He materialized at seances of Stainton Moses;
6. To the Koons family in Ohio, the Davenports in New York, the
Williamses in London.
7. Through mediums in France and Germany;
8. Mme. H.P. Blavatsky encountered him in 1860 in Russia and
Circassia, talked with him in Egypt and India.
In additon to the book by Flournoy, the above information came from
the following: “The Lady with the Magic Eyes”(1959) by John Symonds;
“The Drama of Life After Death” 1932) by George Lawton; “On the
Cosmic Relations” by Henry Holt (1914); and “People From the Other
World” (1975, a 1972 edition) by Henry S. Olcott. It is rather good to
know King is still trying to get his message across the void! Maybe he will
learn to use the tape recorder next!
When a spirit tries and sometimes succeeds in manifestations through
many mediums with different methods one begins to wonder whether
personality or its survival after death is really the issue; whether perhaps
the great universal spirit is trying to teach us better ways to live and cope
with life on the earth plane in order to achieve a spiritual life within the
body right here today. What a difficult time It has if such is the case, it
must identify itself or nobody will listen, and then when it does select an
identity this identity gets all mixed up with the subconscious minds of
mediums, investigators, sitters, et al, many of whom insist on proving or
disproving the source and what happens to the message? Lost completely
in the strife of minds far too focussed on the material aspects to receive
the spiritual guidance attempting to be heard.
Ah well, sorry I made this so long. But I have been without this kind of
mental stimulation for quite a while now and I am really happy to have
access to your journal with its wide scope of interest.
Incidentally, it takes more imagination than I have to find any figures
in Don Gibson’s photograph. But I would not attempt to disprove the
ghosts in any event! I make it a point to neither believe nor disbelieve, but
I have a wealth of information stowed away in my head and files for use if
I ever need it.
Best wishes for your success,
Beatrice Collier
5314 Argo Way
Sacramento, CA
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Dear Editor:
On page 269 of your paper on The Aletti Psychic Photograph (Vol. I,
No. 2, Winter-Spring 1977-1978) you state that “Eisendraft (presumably
David Eisendrath).. .has openly accused Serios of fraud.”1 know of only
one public pronouncement on Serios by Eisendrath, that in his article in
Popular Photography of October 1967, in which, commenting on the
only occasion (June 3, 1967) on which he had the opportunity to witness
Serios at work, he wrote: “Was he on this occasion a true psychic or
merely a clever magician and a great showman?... There was simply no
way of telling which was the case.” Charles Reynolds, speaking for
himself and Charles (sic) Eisendrath in the same issue of Popular
Photography, wrote: “One of the things we cannot say is that Serios is
definitely a charlatan.” The reason neither Eisendrath nor Reynolds
could not say more than this is that neither they nor anyone else have ever
obtained the evidence of fraud on Serios’ part that scores of investigators
have carefully looked for over more than fifteen years. No one,
moreover, layman or magician, Eisendrath, Reynolds (two amateur
magicians) or anyone else, has ever picked up the formally issued
challenge to attempt to duplicate Serios’ images by normal means
without detection under the same conditons of control employed with
Serios.
Perhaps the most astonishing part of your remarks is that, after giving
the statement about Eisendrath accusing Serios of fraud, you go on to
say that you are not “taking sides in this dispute.” But taking sides where
the evidence warrants so doing is the obligation of a responsible editor.
Making judgements and drawing inferences from data (and the absence
of data) is what science is all about. Since there is an enormous amount of
data supporting the non-normal nature of the Serios phenomenon and
absolutely no evidence of fraud, what you are doing by making the
statements you have made is perpetuating an ongoing libel that simply
grows by accretion. Thoughtless persons will no doubt use your
statements (with or without attribution) as if from an authoritative
source, thus providing further examples of the “ever receding horizon” in
parapsychology. I think this sort of thing should be combatted whereever
il turns UPJule Eisenbud, M.D.
Denver, Colo.
A review of my interviewing notes found no dear cut statement by
Eisendrath that he “openly accused Serios of fraud." It was my very
distinct impression that both he and Reynolds were not positively
impressed by the performances of either Serios or Geller. In both their
investigations of these individuals they believed they had discovered the
non-psvchic method by which the paranormal phenomena had been
produced. From my interviews I would have to conclude that neither
Reynolds nor Eisendrath believe Serios is authentic although I stand
corrected on the statement that they have “openly "made any accusations
°ffraud.
Howard Smukler
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EDITORIAL
The story of man is one of great mystery. Except for a few drawings
and statues dating anywhere from 30,000 to 10,000 B.C., there is virtually
no information detailing Homo sapiens’civilizations before 5000 B.C. As
far as we know the alphabet was created at this time and thus modern
man emerged. Many great civilizations have come and gone. However, in
terms of technological superiority it has only been within the last 100
years that man became superman; for in this brief span of time he has
escaped the confines of gravity, harnessed many of the secrets of
electricity, inventing the computer, radio and television, unlocked the
secrets of the atom and walked upon the moon. Yet we are still an
enigma. How could we have come so far in such a short period of time?
By our own scientific evidence we see that man is but an infant in his
knowledge of the mystery of the cosmos.
If we look at the history of science we see an almost unbelievable
resistance to new ideas. Galileo was imprisond for stating that the earth
went around the sun. Newton was chastised for believing in astrology. It
took many years for Freud’s or Einstein’s ideas to be accepted; Wilhelm
Reich died in jail in 1957 because of his controversial political and
scientific work; Tesla died in obscurity for stating that he had received
pulsed frequencies from the planets; and even today J.B. Rhine’s work in
ESP is considered by many to be fraudulent or, at best, shoddy research.
The growth of science is anything but a smooth progression. I have
continually been amazed that, for instance, the mass media is much more
accepting of the discovery of a new sub-atomic particle that ‘exists’ for
less than one billionth of a second and yet they won’t accept the
statement: man is telepathic. Which one of these facts is more a strain on
credibility?
Man is ego-centric by nature. He has no real understanding of the
literally hundreds of millions of years of evolutionary input that went
into his being. Due to misunderstanding the gift and miracle of life, he
creates a world view that meets his limited needs and then assumes that
this conceptual construction is TRUTH itself. Everyone of us grows up in
this tacitly agreed upon consensus reality which states various
hypotheses that are assumed to be true. Some generally agreed upon
beliefs by the mass media are listed below:
Man is not telepathic.
Psychokinesis is science fiction.
Kirlian photography is a pseudoscience.
Life after death is a primitive belief.
Perhaps this conservative attitude has helped stabilize society, but a
dangerous precedent is also being set. John White’s opening article, “The
Paranormal: Pseudoscience vs. Future Science”discusses some of the
MetaScience Quarterly
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shocking tactics employed by The Committee for the Scientific
Investigation of Claims of the Paranormal. Their influence reaches
virtually every major newspaper and magazine in the country, and they
have even gone to the FCC to attack television shows on parapsychology.
(For a detailed account of the unscientific arguments put forth in the
magazine The Humanist see “Irrational Rationalists: A Critique of The
Humanist’s Crusade against Parapsychology” by Theodore, Robert and
W.T. Rockwell in JSPR, Vol. 72# 1, 1/78.) However, their biggest crime
goes beyond biased articles; out and out censorship of facts has also been
utilized.
We are at a strange state of affairs because the leaders in
parapsychology are not wasting their time trying to simply reprove the
existence of ESP; they are involved in uncovering the hidden laws of the
psyche. And yet the media is still crusading various 'flat earth’theories.
It is not an exaggeration to say that the danger to this position actually
involves national security, for the Russians are not only involved with
'normal’ parapsychological research, they are also actively pursuing
military uses of psi energy. The following report is excerpted and
paraphrased from a front page story of the New York Times, June 19,
1977:
EMIGRE TELLS OF RESEARCH IN SOVIET
PARAPSYCHOLOGY FOR MILITARY USE
by Boyce Rensberger
Paris. An emigre Soviet physicist says that the Soviet Union has
been doing secret military and police work in parapsychology.
August Stern was in a secret Siberian laboratory in the late 1960’s,
(however) he also stated that the KGB set up an even more secret lab
in Moscow. . . .
The Siberian lab Novosibirsk’s Science City, a complex
belonging to the Siberian branch of the Academy of Sciences, has a
separate building, Special Department #8 which could only be
opened by a coded lock with the code changed every week. It was
referred to as a branch of the Institute of Automation and
Electrometry headed by a navy officer Vitaly Perov. Stern said he
thought KGB men came there and estimated that 60 people worked
there. They were given unlimited equipment and funds.
Mr. Stern’s work was in physics plotting different forms of energy
(hoping) to creat a chart like the chemical periodic table of elements.
“If such a chart could be discovered for energy,” Mr. Stern thought,
“it might be found to have blank spaces that might lead to physical
identification of particles to explain the mystery of psychic energy
or ‘psi particles’.”
Other experiments performed at the lab included:
1. Electric shocks to kittens to see if the mother responded in
another room on another floor.
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2. TV surveillance to see if people picked up telepathic signals and
orders.
3. Studies involving monkeys and electromagnetic fields.
4. Photon waves and frogs’ eyes.
5. Experiments to see whether a fatal disease could travel through
glass and if so some unexplained form of energy — like photons
might be involved.
Stern said that the lab was suddenly closed down in 1969 which was
probably due to a change in attitude by the Kremlin. He also heard in
Leningrad that the military and navy were also involved in
parapsychological research. All of Stern’s papers were confiscated before
he immigrated.
This article was triggered by the arrest in Moscow of Los Angeles
Times reporter Robert Toth. The story was reported by the mass media
including all major TV networks and many newspapers and magazines.
However, only a very few of them discussed the real reasons why Toth
was picked up. To paraphrase from the same NY Times article:
Toth was interrogated by the KGB in Moscow accused of having
received ‘state secrets' about parapsychology . . . (although)
Washington is aware of psychological warfare . . . there is no sign
that the 25 page document handed to him in the street contained any
state secrets . . . Mr. Toth was reported to have quoted from a
statement made by an employee of the Academy of Sciences who
had been called by the authorities to examine the documents in his
possession. The statement referred to ‘psi particles’ and said ‘this
material is secret and shows the kind of work done in some closed
scientific institutes of our state.”
In Toth’s own article, printed in full in the June 20, 1977 issue of the
Providence Journal, he states that he was taken to a KGB interrogation
section and questioned by Major Dobrovolski, “a man in his late 30’s,
thick black hair . . . open-necked light blue sports shirt . . . and a hard bit
of fat around the middle.” Toth asked the major how he could say
parapsychology was secret and the major responded that on the whole
this was true, “but there could be fields of science within parapsychology
that are secret.” Toth also stated that his major work as a reporter in
Russia concerned the problem of Jewish immigration. Interestingly
enough it was Anatoly Shcharansky who set up his initial meeting with
the parapsychologist V.G. Petukhov.
However, when the TV networks and magazines covered the event
they left out the parapsychology connection entirely. In fact when
Newsweek covered the arrest not only did they not report the
parapsychology connection, but in another article in the same issue they
lumped parapsychology with other‘pseudosciences’. (June 27, 1977, pp
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14-16). I wrote a letter to the editor about this dual point and their reply
was that they felt that the parapsychology connection to the Toth affair
was not important. Although they took the time to write me back, they
did not print my letter.
Here is a classic case of how a myopic belief structure not only creates
distorted news reporting, but actually keeps America in the dark as to the
potential dangers of Russian research into this area. Stanley Krippner
has reported in his book Song of the Siren, Harper and Row, 1975, one
researcher from Czechoslovakia, Robert Pavlita, who has developed
psychotronic generators that “store biological energy ... (one) generator
looked like a large pencil with a giant-size eraser. As the eraser was
directed towards flies and other insects, they reportedly fell to the floor,
stunned. Within a few minutes they were dead.”(p. 146) It is believed by
some researchers that Pavlita has also developed weapons that are
effective at distances in excess of 180 miles. There are also rumors that the
Soviets have developed other weapons that tap hyperspace energy levels
allowing for psychokinetic effects at a distance. Krippner also discussed
Soviet research into the use of laser beams in stimulating acupuncture
points to affect various cures, and also it was stated that there was great
reluctance to share many of their findings. CBS’s 60 Minutes recently
aired a show on Moscow’s bombardment of the American Embassy with
microwaves, and they explored this 10 year tactic tying it to the onset of
headaches and even leukemia.
However, the Russians are not monolithic in their belief in ESP. They
have their own skeptics as well. Anita Gregory, a well known psychic
researcher from Great Britain, reveals many insights into the history of
parapsychology in the USSR in her introduction to the English version
of the Russian text Experiments in Distant Influence, by L.L. Vasiliev
(Dutton, 1976).
It was Bekhterev, who, in the early 1920’s, had championed the
cause of psychical research in Russia. Bekhterev was a reflexologist
of international reputation, second only to that of Pavlov ... in 1922
he founded the Special Commission for the Study of Mental
Suggestion attached to the Institute of Brain Research, specifically
in order to investigate some of the phenomena of psychical research
Vasiliev joined the Institute in the early 1920’s and studied telepathy
for the next 40 years. There, of course, was no doubt in his mind as to
whether or not telepathy was a real phenomena, but explaining it was
another matter. Due to Marxist philosophy, it would have been heresy to
suggest that telepathy was ‘non physical’ so Vasiliev was limited to a
materialistic model. His favorite was based on Cazzamalli’s radio
brainwave theory. However “when it became ever clearer that his results
did not support the brain-wave theory, funds and encouragement
withered away. The definition in the Soviet Encyclopedia (1956) of
telepathy as anti-social ... is uncompromising enough. During the later

12

MetaScience Quarterly
I930’s, 40, and 50’s all periodicals and papers dealing with psychical
research sent to Russia from abroad were ‘returned to sender’
When it was learned that the Americans were secretly performing
telepathy experiments aboard their submarines and Jacques Bergier, in
1959 wrote “Thought Transmission, A Weapon of War”, the Russians
revitalized their interest. Vasiliev had not only established the validity of
telepathy but also that unlike radio signals, psi could penetrate shielded
metal enclosures. Shortly thereafter. Professor Tugrmov, head of the
Department of Philosophy of the University of Leningrad, stated “all
critics of telepathy are only using Marxism-Leninism to support their
scientific conservatism, all who throw obstacles in the path of scientific
progress should be made to suffer”. So parapsychological research began
to flourish once again in Russia, and eventually rumors spread that they
had made important advances.
This brings us to the late I960’s and early 1970’s when Ostrander and
Schroeder printed Psychic Discoveries Behind the Iron Curtain and
Moss, Krippner, Tiller and others visited Russia. Thelma Moss
introduces us to another important man in this story Edward Naumov, in
her chapter “Psychic Research in the Soviet Union” from Psychic
Explorations (edited by Edgar Mitchell and John White):
Another member of this Moscow group was Edward Naumov, who
is the ‘PR’ man, the entrepreneur of Soviet parapsychology. In
addition to welcoming psychic researchers from all over the world,
Naumov has developed an exhaustive bibliography of the existent
Russian literature in parapsychology and bioenergetics.”
Naumov was the star and gracious host of Ostrander and Schroeder’s
book as well, and up until his arrest in I974, he was a guiding force in
unifying the parapsychologists of the world. Krippner fills us in on the
details in Sony of Siren (paraphrased):
In I968 Vasiliev was dead and Naumov was using stationery
marked ‘Institute of Technical Parapsychology’ . . . Naumov had
attracted 30 scientists from 10 countries at the same time Pravda
attacked the psychic Kulagina (who is quite well known for
psychokinetically moving objects across tables, and who worked
with Vasiliev).
Naumov met Krippner and the others. At this time Adamenko showed
Krippner Kirlian photography for the first time . . . and in !972Naumov
planned a second conference. Letters were sent by Krippner to scientists
all over the world. Since no money could be offered only a few people
participated including Krippner who went to Russia in July.
When Krippner returned to the United States he received a letter from

13

the great Russian neurologist (now deceased) Alexandr Luria. It stated
that he (Luria) could not support the convention because
parapsychology was not a branch of science and that Naumov was
‘unknown’ to the Psychological Society.
Later an article came out by the Society conservatively endorsing
research in ESP but warning against unqualified studies:
There also exists a category of rather clever persons who often have
no serious background of any kind. These are the very people who
assume the role of propagandists . . . and declare themselves to be
leaders of groups . . . which have never existed in our country. The
“Institute of Technical Parapsychology” is an example of such an
organization, it is necessary to put an end to the . . . activity of
poorly qualified but militant parapsychological ‘experts’. . . whose
lectures offer an unscrupulous mishmash of fantasy and fact.
Naumov was arrested 3/28/74 and sentenced to 2 years of hard labor
charged with ‘misuse of funds of a club that invited him to lecture on
parapsychology’. Ms. Gregory fills us in on more of the details:
Dr. A. Snezhneusky, whose name has repeatedly appeared as one
testifying to the psychiatric instability of ideological dissidents, gave
evidence for the prosecution. He did not, however, give it as his
opinion that Naumov was in any way psychologically
incapacitated; but he provided expert testimony that
parapsychology is a “pseudoscience based on mysticism and
idealism”.
There was no tesimony given on Naumov’s behalf; possibly in response to
an international outcry, Naumov was released a year early.
The issue is quite complex because not only do certain Russians want
to separate Soviet parapsychology from Western research, but also, there
is some dissension there as to whether or not the field should be pursued
at all. The one point which Ms. Gregory makes and which I would like to
stress, however is the opening theme to this editorial: Man is a mystery.
Research in this field inevitably leads to investigation of survival after
death. Vasiliev constantly had to circumvent this issue (and even JB
Rhine has side-stepped it). There will be no articles that address this
problem in this particular volume of the Journal, however, when one
enmeshes himself in the endless data on the subject, one realizes that it is
much more likely that we do survive bodily death — that the stay on the
earth is only one trip of many, and that what we do in this dimension
decides where we go in the next.
This topic is of the utmost importance when we discuss the use of
parapsychology for military purposes, because we 7,000 year old infants
of civilization know so very little concerning the true laws of mind. There
are guideposts, however, and one sure law is that of Karma: YOU REAP
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WHAT YOU SOW. As the boxer Mohammad Ali said just recently,
‘Hearts, Minds and Souls have no color’. The secret that Vasiliev could
not face is that on deeper levels we are all one. If we continue to see Russia
as our enemy or vice versa, we will destroy ourselves. Just as America’s
mass media has to wake up to the reality of our higher nature, Russia
must also see that a greater conscious force than man is responsible for
our stay here on the earth. Delving into parapsychology for evil purposes
is delving in something called Black Magic. Only a fool would go that
route; just as in physics, so as in the psyche: As Above, So Below: every
action has an opposite and equal reaction. It all comes back.
Parapsychology is only in its beginnings. If we persist in tackling only the
material side of the field and neglect the soul, then we will continue to
mistake the painting for the painter.
Marc Seifer
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