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The 9th Annual Mufon
UFO Symposium
by Ricardo Aguilar

Abstract
On the 29th and 30th of July, the Convention Center in Dayton, Ohio, was
the scene of the 9th Annual MUFON UFO Symposium. Dayton, of course, was
the site of Project Blue Book, the Air Force’s 22 year investigation of UFO’s which
ended in 1969. The project may have ceased (or gone underground) but UFO’s are
still as vibrant and puzzling as ever.

* The speakers at the gathering were Walt Andrus, Major Donald E. Keyhoe,
Richard Hall, Leonard Stringfield, Joe Santangelo, Dr. Bruce Maccabee, Cynthia Hind,
Ted Bloecher and Jennie Zeidman. The featured speaker was Dr. J. Allen Hynek, an
astronomer who is considered to be one of the most adept authorities on the subject of
UFO’s.
The theme for this year’s symposium, which was hosted by the Ohio UFO
Investigator’s League, was “UFO’s: A Historical Perspective on Close Encounters;”
and the event was dedicated to Mrs. Rosetta Holmes, the publicity director for the

Mufon Journal.
The Mutual UFO Network1 (MUFON) has held many successful conferences in
the past, and this one will surely be included among them. Since it was founded in
1969, it has enjoyed rapid growth; and it currently has about seventy consultants in the
social and physical sciences, together with an extensive network of field investigators.
When Dr. Hynek formed the Center for UFO Studies2 (CUFOS) in 1973, MUFON
pledged its full support. Since then the two have cooperated fully with one another.
Dennis Pilichis, the director of Page Research Library3, was the official bookseller
at the symposium. He offered a large and varied selection of UFO literature ranging
from CUFOS technical reports to booklets by minor contactees. His tables and book
racks attracted seasoned collectors and casual browsers alike. He offered many new
books, such as Leonard Stringfield’s Situation Red, The UFO Siege, (but he also) was
well stocked with rare, out-of-print titles. Among those, I found Flying Saucer from
Mars, written by the British contactee Cedric Allingham. And it was here that I was able
to obtain a copy of UFOs? YES!, by David Saunders and Roger Harkins. This book
presents a revealing, first hand look at the Condon Committee, by a former member of
that most infamous enterprise.
Also available were past issues of Unusual News, Saucer News, Canadian UFO
Report, and the late Ray Palmer’s Flying Saucers. In all, it was a great opportunity for
bibliophiles to fill up those gaps in their collections.
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Major Keyhoe speaks to members of the audience after his address.

Speakers
1967: The Overlooked UFO Wave and the Colorado Project was the first paper
presented at the symposium on Saturday morning. Its author was Richard Hall, the
editor of the MUFON UFO Journal, and formerly the Assistant Director of NICAP.4
While at NICAP in 1967, he was a consultant to the University of Colorado UFO
Project.5
Hall showed that the year 1967 was a significant and “very unique year in UFO
history,” mainly because it was the first time that a large wave of UFO activity
coincided with the establishment of a truly well funded, scientific investigation of
UFO’s. Unlike many others, Hall believes that the Colorado Project was not a conspir
acy to cover up the UFO problem. He felt that its failure to be objective was due simply
to human reasons.
After presenting his analysis of the 1967 wave, Hall went on to demonstrate that
the Colorado UFO study (or the Condon Committee as it is sometimes called) was
superficial in its investigation of reported sightings. It failed to examine the 19 unidenti
fied cases in USAF files for that year and it selected, for study, only a few of the 448
solid cases that NICAP submitted to them. They also only investigated about two
humanoid cases from a total of 69 U.S. reports for 1967.
In short, Hall showed that the Colorado Project had a “golden opportunity” to
make an in-depth study of substantial and credible UFO reports. It chose instead to
ignore these and limited itself to a small sampling (113) of mostly insignificant cases.
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The next address was given by Leonard H. Stringfield, a reputable and enduring
researcher who has spent 29 years in the investigation and study of the U FO phenome
non. In 1953 he formed CRIFO (Civilian Research, Interplanetary Flying Objects) and
for the next four years he published the monthly Orbit newsletter. In 1957 he published
Inside Saucer Post, 3-0 Blue, a book which detailed his cooperative work with the Air
Force. He was the director of public relations for NICAP from 1957 up until 1970, and
he currently serves in that capacity for MUFON. Stringfield is an investigator for
MUFON, CUFOS and for Ground Saucer Watch of Phoenix, Arizona. In 1977 Double
day and Company published his book, Situation Red, the UFO Siege which is now
available in Fawcett paperback.
His paper was entitled Retrievals of the Third Kind—A Case Study of Alleged
UFO’s and Occupants in Military Custody. It concerned cases of several possible UFO
crashes, and subsequent seizures of these objects and their humanoid occupants, by
U.S. military forces. His original paper (published in the 1978 MUFON UFO Sympo
sium Proceedings) contained seventeen abstracts of testimonies from confidential
sources. Of his sources he said, “Frankly, I cannot refute the credibility of any of my
informants. They are from scattered areas, many of whom I have pursued with great
effort. Knowing something about the character of each suggests that none is hoaxing,
and it is difficult to believe that any one of them was a ‘plant’, and, even if one or two
were, what about the others? And, I may ask, why plant the kind of information that
could work against the official position which is to play down the notion of secrecy
about UFO’s?’’
Several cases of retrievals supposedly took place between 1948 and 1977. Many
of his informants indicated that these craft and occupants were taken to WrightPatterson A.F. base in Ohio, for examination and preservation. Stringfield said that he
completed the original paper on April 5,1978, but that since then he had come across
additional sources which he organized into five more abstracts. Although these were
not in the Proceedings, he included them in his address. As of July 20,1978 Stringfield
said that he had a total of fifty sources. Of these only a few had come into direct contact
with the captured discs or their pilots.
After presenting his abstracts, Stringfield introduced the audience to Robert
Barry, the director of the 20th Century UFO Bureau. Barry related, for the first time
publicly, relevant information concerning crashed UFO’s and government secrecy. He
said that during 1977, Sunn Classic Pictures and Scotia American Productions were
separately working on UFO docudramas and that he had been approached by both
studios. They were interested in his knowledge of an alleged 1962 crash in New
Mexico.
Early in July of that year Barry said that he received a letter from a Mr. Arnold B.
White, a CIA official. The letter indicated that the agency was aware of his recent
activities with the two film studios, and they felt that his information on the N.M. crash
should not be released to the public. They also arranged for Barry to meet with the
Director of the agency on July 8,1977. The purpose of the meeting would have been to
place Barry under “CIA caveats” not to disclose any of his information.
Barry claimed that he tried on many occasions to contact the CIA in order to
establish the authenticity of the letter. He never received any confirmation from them,
and so he never went to meet with the Director at the appointed time.
After Barry ended his talk Stringfield again took hold of the podium and began a
summary of his paper. He indicated that retrievals of disabled UFO’s were not unique
to this country. He cited the governments of Norway, Britain, Peru, Australia, Mexico,
Russia and China, as all having been involved in similar operations. He ended his long
presentation by making a personal plea to President Carter to “tell this great nation and
the world the truth about the greatest story of our time.”
Following Stringfield in the afternoon session was Ted Bloecher. A veteran UFO
researcher who has specialized in studying humanoid cases, he was a founding
member of Civilian Saucer Intelligence of New York in 1954. Bloecher is currently the
MUFON state section director for the New York City area, an investigator for the
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Center for UFO Studies, and is co-chairman, with David Webb, of the Humanoid Study
Group (HSG)6. His most recent work, Close Encounter at Kelly and Others of 1955,
was co-authored with Isabel Davis and is currently available from the Center.
His paper, A Survey of CEIII Reports of 1977, was an analysis of 60 close
encounters of the third kind cases which have surfaced as of May 1, 1978 (15 more
have been added for 1977 since then). Thirty of these cases were foreign and the
remaining half were “domestic” (occurring in the U.S. mainland, Canada, and Alaska).
Bloecher presented his classification system, of seven types, that is based on the
association between entities and U FO’s. He broke down the 60 cases by geographical,
monthly, and hourly distributions.
His graph distribution for time indicated that these type of encounters tend to
occur at night. Distribution by month showed two peaks for 1977, one in April and the
other in August. He also made a distribution graph for type of entity/object associations
and another for entity heights (most were between 5-6 feet).
Most of the beings reported to the Humanoid Study Group were wearing coveralls
or jumpsuit type clothing. In at least ten of the CEIII cases for 1977, ground traces
(footprints, impressions, etc.) were found.
Bloecher cited many examples illustrating the above. He included instances of
animal reactions and of physical effects experienced by witnesses. Together with
these, he also had examples of various methods of communication used by these
entities.
In his presentation he revealed that two cases of the rare unipedal entity were on
record for last year. Of course 1977 had its share of hoaxes and Bloecher went through
a few of these as well. He ended his paper by noting that the CEIII’s for 1977 were very
similar to such cases of previous years.
After Bloecher’s analysis one of the most dedicated and persevering researchers
in the field of Ufology, presented the symposium with a concise summary of the U.S.
Air Force’s role in debunking and whitewashing UFO reports. Major Donald E. Keyhoe
(USMC Ret.) was formerly the director of NICAP and has written five authoritative
books on the subject, his most recent being, Aliens from Space (Doubleday and
Company, Garden City, N.Y., 1973).
He opened his paper, Behind the UFO Secrecy, with the announcement that,
“One week ago, I submitted to the President of the United States a plan for the release
of all hidden UFO information.” He told the audience that the plan was the result of
several months of work with confidential advisors and he went through its major points.
Firstly, the President would issue a firm decree to the Air Force, the CIA, and
NASA ordering them to turn over, to the White House, all UFO reports, evaluations and
conclusions. This documentation would be examined by members of the American
Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA).
The President would then order a series of weekly press conferences featuring
responsible spokesmen who had inside knowledge of the cover-up and/or UFO experi
ences (he mentioned Major Dewey Fournet; Col. William Coleman, the producer of
NBC’s “Project UFO"; and astronauts Cooper and McDivitt).
Thirdly, the president would order an immediate halt of Air Force attempts to
capture UFO’s and finally, he would establish a project to try to achieve communica
tion with the UFO intelligences. Keyhoe emphasized that if the president accepted the
plan, all disclosures would be gradual so as to minimize the risk of alarming the public.
He discussed the Air Force’s attempts to capture UFO’s and he felt that these
unknowns have retaliated because of this policy. He cited one 1959 case where an
airliner exploded over Buffalo, Texas, after being struck by a small, bright object, five
nights after an attempt by eight A.F. jets to down a UFO over the Redmond, Oregon,
airport.
Keyhoe told the attentive crowd that the pressure to end the official censorship
was rapidly increasing. He ended his address by acknowledging that UFO disclosures
from the government might be startling. If such were the case, he felt that the
American public could survive such pronouncements.
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Following Keyhoe’s address, four specialization workshops were held. Joe Santangelo, the MUFON state director of Massachusetts, held a workshop on Field
Investigative Techniques. Ted Bloecher elaborated on his work with the humanoid
computerized catalog. Mrs. Cynthia Hind, the MUFON representative for Rhodesia,
discussed African cases, and Dr. Bruce Maccabee, the state director for Maryland,
spoke on UFO Photographic Analysis.
The final speaker on Saturday was Dr. J. Allen Hynek. The author of the classical
work, The UFO Experience, he was for more than 20 years a consultant to the Air
Force’s Project Blue Book. Together with Jacques Vallee he co-authored The Edge of
Reality, and his most recent contribution has been The Hynek UFO Report (Dell, New
York 1977).
Recently retired as Professor of Astronomy at Northwestern University, he is now
the full time director of the Center for UFO Studies. He was the technical advisor to the
Columbia/EMI film, CE3K, and it was through the courtesy of the film studio, that he
was able to show the final 15 minutes of the movie.
His paper, UFO’s As a Space-Time Singularity, contained his observation that the
UFO phenomenon is isolated in space and time. He felt that, for the most part, UFO’s
manifested themselves in one location, while rarely being seen sequentially over great
distances. Hynek also noted that UFO encounters tend to be brief. He believed the
space/time isolation (STI) of UFO’s to be a primary characteristic of the mystery.
He reviewed some of the current theories concerning UFO origin and he gave
considerable room to the “Mind over Matter” psychic theory which holds that our own
psychic energy can manipulate matter and create aerial anomalies. He synthesized
this idea with the extraterrestrial intelligence (ETI) hypothesis. The result: a super
advanced, alien civilization utilizing psychic energies, might be responsible for the
elusive discs being seen today. He favored the M over M hypothesis and he was
convinced that it satisfied the STI situation very well.
Hynek announced that he was launching a major lecture tour in the Fall in order to
encourage people to report their UFO experiences without fear of ridicule. Another
reason for the tour will be to raise badly needed funds for the Center.
He strongly felt that the quality of incoming reports could be greatly improved. He
urged investigators to obtain and study the MUFON Field Investigator's Manual,
together with the forthcoming UFO Guidebook by Allan Henry.
Dr. Hynek closed by saying that the search for an answer to the UFO mystery was
compelling people to think, while at the same time acting as an antidote for those
earthbound folks with limited outlooks.
After Dr. Hynek’s address, there was a question and answer session which
featured all of the symposium speakers and workshop moderators.
When questioned as to whether the CIA had infiltrated NICAP during his director
ship, Major Keyhoe replied that at one time there was one individual in NICAP, an Air
Force officer, whom he suspected of being an agent. He ordered his staff to withhold
any important material from that person and he added that, “there was no one in our
organization that was being fooled by this supposed penetration.”
He felt that NICAP was never successfully infiltrated during his term as director
and he admitted that the group today should be reorganized.
On another occasion, when the panel was discussing government secrecy,
Keyhoe related a personal experience. He said that some time ago he was visited by an
A.F. Brigadier General who criticized him for his attempts to uncover the official veil of
secrecy. He threatened to have Keyhoe put back on active duty and transferred to
some godforsaken place if he did not end his UFO'writing, lecturing and radio/TV
appearances.
The major then asked the menacing general what he would do if he (Keyhoe) were
to bring the meeting to the public’s attention. The general answered that he would deny
the entire affair. With that, Keyhoe told him that the office was bugged and that the
entire conversation was on tape. The stunned general told him, that he was only under
orders and that he really didn’t mean what he had said.
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An interesting question was posed to the panel: if you had unlimited funds to carry
out any research project, what would you choose?
Hynek said that if a spectrogram of a nocturnal light (a distant UFO seen at night)
could be obtained, it might reveal much about the light’s origin. Maccabee suggested a
few possibilities. Manned photographic stations scattered throughout the country,
seeking to capture an accurate and detailed picture of a UFO, was his first choice.
Another of his projects would have UFO investigators tracking dowrrall those persons
who were involved in retrievals of crashed UFO’s.
Several other topics were hit upon by the panel. Dr. Hynek felt that the govern
ment would not make a complete revelation of UFO information to the public, of their
own accord, because “it would impugn their own honesty and integrity.” On another
occasion both Stringfield and Hind related disquieting instances in which their mail
was tampered with.
On Sunday morning the MUFON annual corporate meeting was held. During this
time state directors reported on their activities, and plans for next year’s symposium
were discussed.
After lunch, Walt Andrus, the international director of MUFON, presented a
review of major close encounter cases for 1972 through 1976. It was aimed at the
general public and it included the Delphos, Kansas, landing and the Travis Walton
abduction cases.
After speaking on the Pascagoula, Mississippi, abduction case, Andrus intro
duced the audience to Jennie Zeidman. A researcher with 24 years of experience,
Zeidman made an extensive investigation of the 1973 Coyne helicopter case. She
presented a summary of her findings and showed that the Army helicopter crew had
indeed encountered a true unknown in the skies of Ohio. A full technical report of her
investigations is to be published soon by the Center.
And so ended the 1978 MUFON UFO Symposium. It was a successful gathering
and one which presented a high caliber of articulate and knowledgeable spokesmen,
representing the young science of Ufology.
Copies of the 1978 proceedings can be obtained for $6.00 each from MUFON,
103 Oldtowne Road, Seguin, Texas 78155.
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MUFON, 103 Oldtowne Road, Seguin, Texas 78155
CUFOS, 924 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, III. 60202
Page Research Library, P.O. Box 5012, Rome, Ohio 44085
National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena NICAP, 3535 University Blvd. West,
Suite 23, Kensington, Md. 20795
5 A $500,000 USAF sponsored study (1966-68) which concluded that UFO’s did not indicate an
extraterrestrial origin and did not merit further scientific study.
6 The Humanoid Study Group works closely with MUFON and CUFOS. Their computerized
catalog of humanoid reports (HUMCAT) now has more than 1700 global case entries.
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