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KIRLIAN PHOTOGRAPHY
Marc Seifer
ABSTRACT: Kirlian Photography, less than a decade old in this country has
already established that biological systems have a second energy body distinct
and separate from the physical. The phantom leaf effect whereby the aura of the
entire leaf is present even after part of the leaf is cut away and Kirlian
photographs of the acupuncture system help substantiate this claim. This field
also has many other medical and technical uses.

INTRODUCTION: There is controversy surrounding Kirlian
photography which naturally is unwanted by the scientists in that field,
but which typifies virtually any related area grouped loosely into a
catagory called parapsychology. Whether it be UFO’s, Uri Geller,
acupuncture, astrology, Kirlian photography, psychokinesis,
precognition, or even telepathy, there inevitably remains a powerful
group of people writing reports critical of the findings and another group
quite active in discovering hidden laws and other secrets involved in the
study of the phenomena. As with all of these areas, Kirlian photography
has its occult beginnings although many scientists involved in the field try
quite hard to play down this connection. One major contraversy deals
with whether or not Kirlian photography is measuring an ‘aura’ or simply
an electrical corona. Behind this question is whether or not man (or leaf
or coin) even has an aura, and if so, what exactly is it. However, there are
a number of people who see the aura so the question of its existence, for
them, is a rather absurd one.
Up until a few years ago, as with most individuals, I had been aware of
the auras in paintings from the Renaissance period, but beyond those
stereotypic golden half circles, I had never thought much about it until I
read the following account in The Third Eye by Lobsang Rampa:
“All ready? Let us start now, the sun has just set.” He pressed the
instrument to the centre of my forehead and rotated the
handle...Suddenly there was a little ‘scrunch’ and the instrument
penetrated the bone. Instantly its motion was arrested by the very
alert operator. He held the handle of the instrument firmly while the
Lama Mingar Dondup passed him a very hard, very clean sliver of
wood which had been treated by fire and herbs to make it as hard as
steel. This sliver was inserted in the ‘U’ of the instrument and slid
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down so that it just entered the hole in my head...Then at a nod from
the Lama, the operator, with infinite caution, slid the sliver farther
and farther. Suddenly I felt a stinging, tickling sensation apparently
in the bridge of my nose. It subsided, and I became aware of subtle
scents which I could not identify...there was a blinding flash, and at
that instant the Lama said “Stop!” For a moment the pain was
intense, like a searing white flame. It diminished, died, and was
replaced by spirals of colour, and globules of incandescent smoke.
The metal instrument was carefully removed. The sliver of wood
remained, it would stay in place for two or three weeks until it was
removed. I would have to stay in this little room almost in
darkness...As the projecting sliver was being bound in place so that
it could not move, the Lama Mingyar Dondup turned to me and
said: “You are now on of us, Lobsang. For the rest of your life you
will see people as they are and not as they pretend to be.” It was a
very strange experience to see these men apparently enveloped in
golden flame. Not until later did I realized that their auras were
golden because of the pure life they led, and that most people would
look very different indeed.
As I later found out many other psychics and normal people have seen
the aura and described it. The following two quotes are from Eileen
Garett and Matthew Manning, both well tested psychics:
The secret of personality was revealed externally and physically
through the blinded lights of the nimbus-like covering (which
surrounded the body) and it was from this that I caught impressions
and know how far from real were the pretended peace and piety of
relationships.,.p21
I am convinced that every living organism has its own type of
external being by which it contacts other energies...This nebulous
outer substance not only protects and feeds from the forces of life
but it shields the form within from intense and impacting forces.
From studying this enveloping substance, I conceive of its role as
being that of a condenser of experience, sifting through its mesh, as
it were, all atmospheric radiations of light, color and movement and
in consequent becoming the receptor of all external sensation. This
‘magnetic’ mesh then is a map through which illness of the body and
mind can be reached and studied by those who understand its
principles and its functions, pi73
Adventures in the Supernormal, E. Garett.
I discovered that I could switch myself ‘on’ or ‘off’ like an electric
light switch. If I switched myself‘on’as though I were going to write,
but without actually doing so, I could see auras surrounding people.
I can not describe in words how I achieve this switching on and off.
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Certain colors in an aura appeared to denote particular traits in a
person’s character. I distinguished six basic colors: blue, green,
orange, purple, red, and yellow. If someone had a predominantly
fiery or temperamental character, then the predominant color in
their aura was red. If they were also kind and generous, they might
have this red bordered by blue or purple...I have noticed that a
darker colored shadow surrounds an area of a person’s body that is
diseased or affected by illness. p78
The Lm&|M.|Manning.
After reading passages such as those few sighted above I began to look
for the aura myself, and found, to my surprise, it was quite an easy thing
to see. One of the first auras I remember seeing was that of Father
Stephan Barham, a well know Mind Control teacher from Pawtucket,
RI, and Toronto, Canada. His was a brilliant forest green. In his class we
all looked at the aura by simply dimming the lights and standing various
subjects up in front of a white background. I have continued to do this in
my own parapsychology classes and have found that approximately 3/4
of each class sees the aura.
Having looked consciously at auras for about 5 years, I’d like to
describe some of the more interesting effects that I have seen, but which
have yet to be substantiated through photographic documentation:
1- HIGH AURA ABOVE THE SHOULDERS: Olga Worral, the great
psychic healer’s aura was rich yellow and very high above the shoulders.
2- SURROUNDING ENTIRE HEAD LIKE AN ELECTRICALLY
LIT ENERGY GRID. Perhaps the most spectacular aura that I had seen
surrounded the medium Elwood Babbit. It was light yellow, had main
arteries and finer branches and looked quite like a helmet of light
completely encasing the entire skull.
3- THE TOTAL BODY ENCASED IN AN EGG-SHAPED
SURROUND OF YELLOW. I have seen this only once. It was ‘on’a
research student in occult literature.
4- AN AURA EXTENDING ABOUT 2 FEET FROM THE BODY
AND AN ETHERIC BEYOND THAT EXTENDING FROM 2 - 6
FEET FROM THE BODY. (They both pulsated). When Moshe Dayan
spoke at URI auditorium, this effect was quite visible.
5- A HALO. I have seen halos, the stereotypic ring, above the head on at
least 2 occasions. Once was on rock star Jerry Garcia of the Grateful
Dead, and once above the psychic Matthew Manning. In the first case,
when Garcia marched to another spot on the stage, the aura remained
where he had been.
6- A LINGER EFFECT. I have seen this linger effect on many occasions,
most recently with Sister Nicole, the subject of Don Durand’s study. She
stopped into class one day and when we stood her up against the wall she
lit up into a bright golden flame that was so evident, that one student,
Raymond Boulay, a retired photographer, said clearly that he now
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believes in the aura because he has seen it with his own eyes. When she
moved from the wall the aura stayed there so we tried to have her ‘jump
back’ and see her own aura, but this attempt was unsuccessful. (Some
people have suggested that this is an after image, but I have found that
this is not the case.)
7- ENERGY VECTORS RISING 2 - 6 FEET STRAIT UP OVER THE
HEAD.
8- A RAINBOW IN THE AURA AS WELL AS MANY DIFFERENT
COLORS. Often times the aura reflects the color of the clothers being
worn.
9- A DOUBLE OF THE PERSON RIGHT NEXT TO HIM.
10- FACES IN THE AURA seen in Issac Asimov’s at a lecture.
11- SPARKS EXPLODING 2 - 6 inches AROUND THE HEAD.
12- TRIANGLES OR PYRAMIDS OF ENERGY GENERATING
ABOVE THE HEAD.
13- BALLS OF LIGHT ABOUT 2 - 3 INCHES IN DIAMETER
APPEARING BY EITHER HEMISPHERE OF THE BRAIN.
This list is included in this discussion not as proof that these effects
exist but as guideposts for further research into what to look for in the
human aura.
MINI-HISTORIES
ELECTRICITY — from the Greek elektron, which means amber.
600 B.C. Thales of Militus Greece
noticed that after rubbing a piece of amber with cloth it attracted bits
of feathers.
13th century Petrus deMaricourt French
Discovered north and south poles and lines of force on a lode stone.
1501-76 William Gilbert English
Saw the earth as a great magnet.
16th century William Gilbert English
Saw electrical energy as a fluid. He noticed that amber attracted light
objects while lodestone attracted only iron.
1646 Sir Thomas Brown English
Used the word ELECTRICITY for 1st time.
1729 Stephan Gray English
Discovered electrical conductors.
1733 Charles du Fay French
Discussed repelling and attracting forces.
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1746 Pieter van Musschenbroek Dutch
In Leyden Holland—received recognition for perfecting the Leyden
jar—a conductor and wire.
1700’s
Many experiments killing birds and small animals with a Leyden jar
and passing charges long distances across rivers and lakes, melting thin
strips of metal with Leyden jar.
1746 Ben Franklin USA
Used the terms positive and negative but saw electricity as a single
fluid. Proved with kite and key that lightning was a form of electricity.
1767 Joseph Priestly English
Found that if a hollow conducting metal is electrified, there is no elec
tric force acting on its interior. He also stated that electricity dimin
ished proportional to the inverse square of the distance.
1786 Luigi Galvani Italian
Noticed that electrical sparks caused a dissected frog’s leg to contract.
1800 Alessandro Volta Italian
Built the first battery by sandwiching two different metals (such as
copper & zinc) between a wet cloth. This caused a chemical action
which produced a steady current.
1820 Andre Ampere French
Measured the magnetic effect of an electric current. Just as 2 magnets
attract and repel each other 2 parallel wires do as well. If their currents
run in the same direction, they attract each other, if running in oppo
site directions, they repel each other. By 1822 he had worked out the
laws that layed the foundation for the basis of a science of electricity.
1820 Hans Christain Oersted Danish
Discovered electromagnetism by discovery that a current moving
through a wire produced a magnetic field.
1826 George Ohm German
Formulated the laws of electrical resistance.
1826 Thomas Seeback German
Discovered thermo electricity: heat can produce electricity.
1831 Michael Faraday, Joseph Henry English
Independently they both found that a moving wire could produce a cur
rent in a coil of wire. This induction principle is used in all generators
and transformers. Faraday also realized that if electricity could pro
duce magnetism then magnetism could produce electricity. His discus
sion of the lines of force greatly influenced Maxwell.
1856 William Weber German
Determined that the ratio of electrical magnetic units almost equaled
the velocity of light.
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1860’s James Maxwell Scottish
Synthesized electricity, magnetism and optics into one whole. He
predicted that electromagnetic or radio waves would propagate at the
speed of light and formulated the exact mathematical equations for the
laws of electricity. With Maxwell’s equations physicists were equipped
with a complete description of an electromagnetic field.
1880’s Heinreich Hertz German
Produced electromagnetic waves.
1887 Nikola Tesla Croatian
Successfully converted direct current into an efficient alternating cur
rent. Tesla also was able to generate electrical currents through a poly
phase system over hundreds of miles, and later generated current
through principles of resonance (without wires).
1896 J.J. Thompson, J.S.E. Townsend English
Identified a cathode ray as a stream of negatively charged particles.
Thompson, who later became vice president of the British Psychical
Society, received a Nobel Prize for realizing that all atoms contain
particles of electricity. His term ‘corpusele’ was changed to the the
electron. Electromagnetism was now realized to be inseparable from
the structure of matter.
1900 John Fleming English
Built a vacuum tube that could detect electrons.
1900 Max Planck German
Laid the basis for quantum physics by stating that the propagation of
electromagnetism was in quanta (wave packets) of energy.
1905 Albert Einstein German
E = MC2; there was an equivalence between light, mass and energy.
1907 LeeDeFrost USA
Inverted a vacuum tube that amplified electrical signals and made the
radio possible.
PHOTOGRAPHY
1500’s
The CAMERA OBSCURA was utilized to draw sketches from. It was
a large box, sometimes as big as a small room with a pinhole in one
wall. The image would come through and be reflected upside down
onto the opposite wall.
1727 Johann Schulze German
Discovered that silver salts are sensitive to light. He made images but
could not fix them.
1802 Thomas Wedgewood English
Recorded images on leather sensitized with silver nitrate.
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1820’s Joseph Niepce French
A lithographer, Niepce made the first permanent image with a camera
obscura, so that an artist would not have to trace shadows. His inven
tion was to replace the loss of this son who was drafted into the army.
He used light sensitive metal plates and fixed the images with an
engraving process.
1829 Louis Da Guerre French
A famous scene painter, formed a partnership with Niepce and after
his death in 1833, continued the partnership with Niepce’s son. In 1839
Da Guerre developed images with mercury and fixed them with salt.
1839 William Talbot British
Announced development of a light sensitive paper coated with salt and
silver nitrate. He produced a negative from which positives could be
printed. Talbot, having heard of Da Guerre’s process, rushed to
announce to the British Royal Society 6 months before Da Guerre and
the French government made their own announcement.
1848-60 Baccheral & Niepce’s grandson French
Produced color photographs but couldn’t fix them.
1851 Fredrich Archer British
Used darkroom techniques designing a glass plate coated with light sen
sitive material and then developing the image after the photo was
taken. In 1856 he switched from glass to metal.
1886 Ernst Mach German
Photographed shock waves of bullets breaking the sound barrier.
1888 George Eastman USA
Developed the Kodak camera which made simple snapshots and con
tained a roll of film.
1929 Harold Egerton USA
Invented an electric flash attachment.
ELECTROGRAPHY*
1842 W. Carsten, British
Made first electrical photographs.
1865 George Lichtenberg German
Found that electrical discharges produce varying patterns on film. By
sending a charge through 2 wires, one above and one below a plate
sprinkled with powder, and taking photographs, Lichtenberg discovered
different patterns were created by the direction and intensity of charge.
For instance, positive charges produced flowered shaped patterns and
negative charges produced circular patterns.
1878 B. Navratil Czech
Developed good electrical photographs and coined the term
‘electrography’.
1880’s Narkevitch Jodko Polish
Produced Kirlian type photos. Jodko showed such photos in Moscow
in 1898.
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1890’s Nikola Tesla Serbian-American
Invented the alternating current electric motor and passed hundreds of
thousands of volts through his body at a very low amperage (pressure)
and and an artist enhanced the sparks produced.
1900’s Walter Kilner British
Observed the human aura by looking through glasses stained with
dicyanine dye. He wrote the book the Human Aura.
1900 F. E. Nypher American
Published Kirlian type photos in Proc. Acad, of Sciences of St. Louis,
Mo.
1911 Wm Coates American
A member of the American Society for Psychical Research, Coates took
photographs of so-called N-Rays which emanated from the body. Their
structure revealed the state of health of the subject. He wrote
Photographing the Invisible.
1910 H Baraduc French
Made idectrographs with D.C. current whereas others had used A.C.
1921 Du Bourg de Bozas French
Photographed psychic subjects who produced ‘tubes of force’enanating
from their bodies and which penetrated 5 inches of lead.
1924 J. Peters American
Utilized Lichtenberg’s techniques to create an instrument called a
Klydonograph. By using film instead of powder he was able to
photograph the polarity of lightening discharges striking electrical lines.
1939 Samuel Prat, George Schlemmer Czech
The Journal of Biological Photography published their article of
photographs of electrical patterns emanating from medals, coins, and
plant leaves.
1939 Semyon and Valentina Kirlian Russian
Seeing a demonstration of high frequency electrotherapy, Seymon
duplicated the equipment but placed a photographic plate in between.
This was the beginning of modern electrography. 75,000 to 200,000
electrical oscillations/second were generated with extremely low
amperage (pressure) to produce the effect. No camera was used. The
image was created directly on the film. They noticed that diseased leaves
have a smaller corona than healthy leaves.
1948 Joseph Qahradictek Czech
Utilized film to prove that Maxwell’s high level currents were not
constant. He made photographs with photosensitive plates inside a high
voltage condenser.
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1960’s V. Ademenko Russian
Produced the first phantom leaf effect. He also detected acupuncture
points with Kirlian photography and at EXPO ’67 in Montreal he
displayed a topiscope, a device similar to a Wheatstone bridge which also
detected acupuncture points thus cross-correlating his findings.
1965 Kirlians Russian
Had government sponsored use of a laboratory.
1970’s Dumitrescu Rumanian
Produced computer edge enhancement and background subtraction
photos directly from Kirlian-like apparatus; microscope hookup to
Kirlian device.
1970’s Moss, Johnson, Wagner American
Phantom leaf effect duplicated.
1970’s Pook, Hulstrunk American
Movie camera hook-up to Kirlian device.
1970’s V. Inyushin Russian
Developed ‘bioplasmic body’ concept and took Kirlian like photos
without electricity.
1970’s V. Adamenko Russian
Defended his doctorate thesis concerning cold electron emission.
1974 S. Kirlian Russian
Received ‘Honored Inventor of USSR’ award.
1976 J. Pehek, R. Kyler, D. Faust American
article in Science, Oct 15, 1976.
1976 L. Koniekievitch American
Showed in 100 families that corona is zig-zagged with cystic fibrosis
carriers; also noticed differences in corona corresponding to women’s
monthly cycles.
1976 D. Malikarjan American
Showed a cyclical variation in Kirlian brightness (about 15-30 minutes)
for non-cancer people, compared with strong continual brightness in
cancer patients.
1977 J. Calise American
Developed 3-minute Kirlian test for E-coli,
1977 A. Pilevsky American
Developed 8-day Kirlian test for cancerous plants when they can still be
cured.
1978 S. Krilian Russian
Passed away 8/1/78
*Many thanks to Douglas Dean for aid in the research of the history of
electrography.
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Figure #1: This is a family portrait. The fore finger of the father is bottom right,
the mother, bottom left, the son is on the top left and the daughter is top right.
Notice how the auras of the father and mother blend together. This shows much
affection for one another. The mother’s aura is repelling the daughter’s whereas
the father’s is ’reaching out’ to the daughter. Classical oedipal complex
overtones are evident. The son’s aura is barely apparrent. Although the son may
be dominated by the family, the disappearance of an adolescent male’s aura in
family portraits is so common that it seems best to attribute the effect to some
heretofore unknown genetic electrical phenomena instead. However, the auras
of very aggressive young men and adopted sons will appear.
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SECOND ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL KIRLIAN CONFERENCE
The Internaional Kirlian Research Association (IKRA) held their second
annual conference June 2-4 at Harriman College 40 minutes north of NYC. The
association is headed by Ed Graff a hospital laboratory supervisor from
Brooklyn and their current president Dr. Benjamin Shafiroff a well known
surgeon and teacher. The speakers included Thelma Moss, Ph.D., Department
of Psychiatry, School of Medicine, University of California, Douglas Dean, the
well-known parapsychologist, David Faust, Department of Physics, Drexel
University, A1 Hulstrunk, Ph.D., Department of Environmental Conservation,
NY State, M. Mallikarjun, Ph.D., Physics Department, Monmouth College,
Yoshiaki Omura, MD, director of Heart Disease Research Foundation and
editor of Acupuncture and Electro-Therapeutics, (Pergamon Press, 800
Riverside Drive (8-1), NYC, 10032), David Sheinkin, MD, psychiatrist,
Mountain View Medical Building, Nyack, NY and 4 science award winning high
school students. Also in attendance were quite a number of interesting
professional and lay people including science authors, medical doctors,
parapsychologists, a holographer, psychics, nurses and of course other Kirlian
researchers. The conference was set up to maximize ability to meet and talk with
others, and personally, I must say that I talked with many creative and friendly
individuals.
Thelma Moss opened the conference Friday night with a bright array of
Kirlian photographs. Although originally “just”a parapsychologist interested in
the relationship of emotions to telepathy, Thelma got her start in Kirlian
photography after visiting Russia in 1971 and bringing home electrographs
presented to her by some Soviet researchers. By showing slides of fingerprints,
leaves, etc., to her class, one student, Kendall Johnson, a bizarre insurance
salesman, got turned on and built probably the first Kirlian machine in current
times in the United States. Quoting from the forward of his book Photographing
the Non Material World, 1975, Hawthorn Press (see review in JOS #3, p. 293)
Dr. Moss says:
I suggested. . . to Ken (that) he read some of the Russian literature in
Kirlian photography that I had had translated. . . As it turned out Ken
(received) only one article, an early one that had been published in 1938 in
the American Journal of Biological Photography (presented to me
interestingly, in Moscow by the Soviet biophysicist Victor Adamenko).
This article contained a primitive schematic diagram of the “electrograph”,
as it was called at the time. It was fortunate that the diagram was so
elementary, for Ken... knew just about enough electricity to interpret the
drawing.
A few weeks later, Ken surprised Thelma with a Kirlian photograph of a leaf he
had taken in his father-in-law’s garage. Several weeks later she invited him into
her laboratory and their extensive research was born.
MetaScience Quarterly
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It should be pointed out that at the conference, Thelma stated that the
Russians would not release schematic drawings of their equipment; the above
article had already been published in America. American scientists were also not
allowed into the Russian laboratories so that all meetings and interviews had to
take place either in restaurants or hotel rooms. (See editorial.)
Dr. Moss stressed that different Kirlian machiens would take different types
of coronas. As with Dr. Sheinkin, she noted that some of the best photographs
have been taken with $50.00 machines whereas the thousand dollar plus
machines have often been disappointments. The non-standardization of Kirlian
photography has been a 2-edged sword. On the one hand many interesting
effects are seen on one machine and not on another (and vice versa), and greater
randomization leads to more creativity; but lack of the use of a single device has
also caused confusion and added to controversy surrounding the ‘Kirlian effect’.
Besides the difference in machines, altering the frequency also changes the
corona. In a beautiful (in color) article by Dr. moss in The Osteopathic
Physician, 12/77, a creeping charlie leaf is photographed twice, at 32,000 Hertz
the aura looks bright and full, but at 22,000 Hertz there is almost no discharge at
all. Moss speculates that the electrical parameters within the same machine or
between different machines resonates with varying characteristics within the
object photographed. Note the different types of coronas in the various photos
of the fingertips in the diagrams above. The different type of coronas are caused
by different types of Kirlian machines.
Moss showed Kirlian photos of plants and rat tails with and without cancer.
The healthy subjects invariably displayed clear auras, whereas the cancer ridden
subjects displayed broken and distorted auras. 70% of the cancerous rats had
“blob” effects in their auras.
She noted that when people are compatible their auras merge into a single one,
and when there is dissension between people the auras repel each other. See the
family portrait in figure # 1. Moss said that these family portraits give one a great
deal of insight into the relationship of the individuals towards each other. If one
aura is much brighter than another this may mean that the person is overbearing
or dominant. Red auras can show anger whereas white ones can mean the person
is in meditation. Interestingly, Dr. Moss has discovered that in a family, of a
mother, father, sister (optional) and son (in puberty) the aura of the son is non
existent in almost 80% of the cases! Since she says that she has noticed this in
literally hundreds of cases, one is lead to suspect that this effect may be a peculiar
genetic electromagnetic relationship between a son, father and mother. The
times the son’s aura does appear has usually been associated with adopted
children or aggressive type natural sons. It has also been found that the female
adolescent’s aura rarely disappears.
The first night Moss also showed us healers’ auras with energy flowing from
finger tips and ‘ectoplasmic’ energy patterns surrounding the hand or finger of
the healer. Figure #3 is a picture of two of Olga Worrall’s fingers. Note
electromagnetic energy emanations coming from her middle finger. She has
stated that this finger is where she feels the energy flowing from. Later in
the conference on Sunday, Dr. Moss showed us Figure #8 which again is
connected to healer Olga Worrall. This leaf was cut and Worrall prayed and
placed her hand over the picture. Note the waves of energy surrounding the leaf
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Figure #2: Uri Gelier’s finger literally explodes with psychic energy as he tries to
extend his psychokinetic powers to a key (not in photo) in order to bend it with
mental energy. This Kirlian photo was taken at Dr. Moss’ lab.
Figure #3: Two fingers of psychic healer Olga Worrall are evident in this photo.
Note the psychic energy emanating from the center of her middle finger. She
claims that the middle finger is the channel from where the energy comes from.
Note also the qualitative differences in the auras of Worrall and Geller. In the
Worrall picture the aura of each capillary ridge can be seen. The main reason for
the differences in these two coronas is due to the fact that they were taken with
two different types of Kirlian machines. Standardizing Kirlian devices is still a
problem in the field. However, it is a two edged sword, for each machine shows a
different effect.

as well as the phantom effect on the left side. Moss also showed photos with
spots of energy completely separate from the finger tip which some researchers
have associated to mediumship ability.
On Saturday morning Douglas Dean described the history of electrography
(which we have amplified in part 2 of this section). Dean stated that in the 1820’s
Michael Faraday postulated that there was a relationship between light and
gravity. Faraday also noticed that an electromagnetic field could change the
rotation of light. During Dean’s discussion, the topic of the electric chair also
arose. (See back flap concerning this topic and the great inventor Nikola Tesla).
Dr. Ben Shafiroff, President of IKRA followed with a physiological
discussion of the electrical nature of the body, most naturally the finger tip. He
stated that most, if not all of the cell’s processes were electrical in nature. In 1930
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Figure #4

Figure #5

Figure #4: Romanian researcher Dr. loan Dumitrescu has taken this photo. He
has created an analytic computer process which is attached directly to the
Kirlian device. This technique enhances the edges of the corona and drops out
areas that are not electrically charged.
Figure #5: This is one of the first phantom leaf pictures ever taken by the
Americans. The dark line down the center of the photo delineates where the leaf
ends. Even though part of the leaf is cut off, the aura of the entire leaf is present
thus indicating the presence of a second ‘non-physical’energy body separate and
distinct from the material leaf.

Dr. John Fuller studied finger tips as an indicator of disease. The fingertip has
sweat glands, electrical potential gradients, etc., and it is neurologically
controlled. Since electricity can easily pass through the finger, it is logical to
assume that the state of its corona reflects the health and emotional condition of
the subject. Dr. Shafiroff concluded by stating that Kirlian photography is a
safe, “non-intrusive” means of examining the health of a patient.
David Faust, a staff researcher at Drexel University followed. Mr. Faust’s
topic, ‘Kirlian Photography, Myth, Fact and Applications’ was an excellent
account of some of the more technological instrumentation that can be utilized
in Kirlian research. He stated that the corona discharge is a bit outside the visual
range and also showed that the amount of moisture present can change
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drastically the nature of this discharge. However, this innocent sounding
statement, coupled with Faust’s two articles on the subject in Science Magazine
and Journal of Applied Physics are greatly responsible for controversy
surrounding the non-acceptance of this field by mainstream scientists. Two
other culprits in this controversy are Scientific American and Newsweek
Magazines.
The problem concerns the idea that what is photographed in this process is
not an aura at all, but merely an electrical discharge caused by the Kirlian device.
It has been argued that pressure and/or moisture changes are completely
responsible for all of the effects discussed above. What is more absurd is that
many scientists unfamiliar with the details of this work believe this
wholeheartedly. Notice the poisoning-the-well tactics in Scientific American’s
article December 1976, p. 53 entitled “Sweaty Palms”.
In the pseudo scientific procedure referred to as Kirlian Photography....
the images received somehow show an indication of the emotional and
‘psychic’ states of the person being photographed... the general conclusion
reached by ... Faust, Pehek and Kyler... is that ‘a principle determinant of
the form and color of Kirlian photographs of human subjects is moisture,
presumably a product of sweaty palms.. .’The use of Kirlian photography
would be for the detection of moisture in animate and inanimate
specimens.
Needless to say, this study which seems to be the only one to get such
widespread coverage by the National News Media has created a ‘Faustian’ state
of affairs for the field. As far as I know (and in general), except for “Osteopathic
Physician” Kirlian photography is still considered by the press to be a sham. 1 am
continually amazed at how many scientifically minded people agree with this
conclusion. So fortunately or unfortunately the field has been lumped into
parapsychology, which pleases some of the researchers and causes others to keep
a low profile.
This is why Robert Wagner’s picture #9, was a crowning point for the
conference, for it seemed to seal the fate of the moisture theory and the simplistic
use of the term ‘electrical corona’. In this photo the phantom effect continues to
appear on the other side of an opaque plexiglass divider which was placed within
the area where the phantom appears. If the photo holds up, it is conclusive proof
that this energy body can pass right through gross forms of matter. This does not
necessarily prove that it is ‘nonmaterial’ but it shows that it is of a sufficiently
high enough frequency to be able to permeate more material forms of energy.
Leonard Konikiewicz, M.A., a medical photographer at Polyclinic Medical
Center in Harrisburg, Penn., followed with a rather interesting discussion of
Kirlian photography as a detector of various physiological states. Konikiewicz
studied woman’s menstrual cycles and determined that on the day of ovulation
(i.e. in the center of the cycle), the aura is the brightest. Women taking birth
control pills, menopausal women and prepubescent girls do not record a
definable pattern. One should realize, however that emotional parameters must
be carefully controlled. L.K. also discovered that weather changes greatly
affected some results.
Konikiewicz then discussed his rather extensive studies with cystic fibrosis. He
stated that both carriers and diseased people can be detected by Kirlian
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Figure #6: Thelma Moss points to another phantom leaf in this Kirlian photo.
There are theories relating holographic concepts with the structure of the aura in
that any part of the leaf still has a code for the entire leaf. There is also a belief
that the so-called phantom limb experienced by amputees may still be present in
this second energy state although no one has been able to photograph it as of yet.
Figure #7: This leaf was soaked in ether, a section cut away on the right side and
then electrically photographed. We can see that the phantom effect is achieved.
Dr. Moss stated that the combination of plucking a leaf at the right time of year
coupled with dowsing it in ether facilitates the capturing of the phantom effect.

photographic diagnosis. In one blind study of 33 persons some with the disease
and others normal, Konikiewicz claimed a 96% accuracy achievement in
prediction. He was able to diagnose 2 ‘normal’ children who had the disease and
did. not know it.
A1 Hulstrunk Ph.D., showed myriad colorful Kirlian photos of leaves. They
were displayed mainly for their beauty. He also displayed motion pictures and
stated that motion pictures gave a more accurate description of the process. “If
you had a photo of a runner in motion, does that show what he really is doing?”
he asked.
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Figure #8: Psychic healer Olga Worrall placed her hand above the leaf and
prayed while sending healing energy into the leaf. Even though the left portion
was cut away, the aura for the entire leaf is present. Notice also the waves of
energy beyond the initial corona.

Figure #9: Kirlian researcher Robert Wagner took this photo after literally
hundreds of attempts. Trying to prove that the corona was not merely a moisture
effect as had been hypothesized by some scientists, Wagner decided to try and
prove that the phantom aura could go through solid matter. Therefore he placed
a sheet of plexiglass above the cut-away portion, but in the midst of where the
phantom should appear. It shows up as a strait line through the phantom
section. As occultists have maintained, this is quite conclusive proof that the
aura can pass through solid matter!
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S. Mallikarjun Ph.D., from Monmouth College followed with a discussion of
his work with cancer patients. He discovered a highly unusual finding in that he
found that the corona of normal people is dynamic and pulsates over time;
whereas cancer victims have static unchanging corona discharges. As with so
many of the other findings at the conference, this may turn out to be a rather
important study for it shows permanent electrical changes in cancer patients. If
they are cured, their aura returns to that of a normal changeable one. He
concluded by stating that “if the intensity of discharge remains constant, then
there is something wrong. . . a uniform discharge over 3 hours is a bad sign.”
Saturday night there was a dance and a movie starring Thelm Moss where I
spoke to many interesting people. One lady, Cecile Ruchin, stands out in my
mind because she has combined holography with Kirlian photography. She has
taken a Kirlian holographic picture of her own skull. We did not see the photo,
but it supposedly distinguished electrical changes between the 2 hemispheres of
the brain.
Sunday morning Dr. Yoshiaki Omura went into an in-depth technical
discussion of various types of Kirlian apparatuses. He stressed the need for
reproducible results and noted that he had discovered a ‘snowflash pattern’ in
some cases of rumatoid arthritis. Dave Faust also spoke that day describing the
computer enhancement processes of the Romanian researcher Dr. loan
Dumitrescu. However, the details for Dumitrescu’s apparatus, which can in one
process take a Kirlian photo and analyze it by computer, has not been released
by the Romanian.
Dr. David Sheinkin, a psychiatrist, followed with a discussion of the aura’s
breakdown in schizophrenics as compared to normal subjects. He also told an
interesting story concerning the arrival of a new Kirlian device to his laboratory.

Figure #10: Taken by Dr. David Sheinkin and his group, this photo is conclusive
proof that acupuncture is not really a strange form of hypnosis (as some doctors
have maintained) but an actual physical effect. These four auras are four fingers
of a left hand with an acupuncture needle inserted in the forearm positioned in
such a way so as to ‘turn off’ the aura of the pinky. Notice that the effect was
achieved. Other Kirlian photos show typical flare patterns where acupuncture
points are supposed to be located.
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Being a bit excited by its arrival he found much disappointment in the rather
faint photos it was producing. As it turned out, the machine had never been
plugged in! Dr. Omura attributed the Kirlian like photos (without any outside
electrical input) to static electricity, but Sheinkin noted that he was wearing
sneakers at the time.
Sheinkin also discussed acupuncture points and Kirlian photography. It has
been discovered by the American parapsychologist William Tiller and the
Russian Ademenko, that acupuncture points can be detected as a drop in
electrical resistance, and a number of researchers have photographed these
points with electrographic techniques. As further proof that acupuncture
actually is causing physical (rather than hypnotic) changes, Sheinkin was able to
‘turn off’ the aura on the pinky of a hand by placing an acupuncture needle in the
appropriate meridian point on the forearm. See Figure #10. The only time this
acupuncture detection was successful was when the needle was twirled and the
hand placed on the film from the beginning. If the needle was inserted and not
twirled or if the hand was lifted and then placed back on the paper, the effect was
not seen.
Douglas Dean then introduced 4 highschool Science Fair winners, some of
whose findings were comparable to the elder researchers. Kenneth Hunt, 17
years old from Chicago, winner of a Navy science award, worked with the color
emulsions on the photosensitive paper. He noted that the film had 3 layers of
color emulsions: blue, green and red. by manipulating the air gap beneath the
film, yellow and red bleeding can be accomplished. Flipping the film over one
gets blue bleeding. Hunt suggested standardizing these processes to reduce the
variability.
Matt Chalfant, 14 years old and from New Albany, Indiana, spoke next. He
had built his own Kirlian device for about $32. He described basic experiments
with paper clips noting that the aura was larger when it was magnetized and
diminished greatly when painted. Andre Pilevsky, 15 of Brooklyn, followed with
a creative study in advanced cancer detection. By injecting bacteria that induce
tumors in plants and photographing the results, Pilevsky, discovered an
irregular aura and a jet-like discharge at the sight of the tumor in tlie cancer
ridden plants. Anti-biotics cured the plants, and this was also reflected in the
Kirlian photos. He noted that ‘this information is helpful when trying to predict
where secondary tumors will form’.
Julie Calise, 17 also from Brooklyn, hooked up a microscope to a Kirlian
machine and has a patent pending on her device. By using antibiotics on various
bacteria, she was able to tell, with Kirlian photography which bacteria were
sensitive to the antibiotics. The importance of her finding is as a time saver.
Normally, a regular test for bacterial sensitivity would take 8-10 hours, whereas
this only takes minutes.
Sunday afternoon Douglas Dean gave a brief history of parapsychology and
Thelma Moss described its relationship to Kirlian photography. She showed
electrographs of Uri Geller’s finger radiating energy as he tries to bend a key
without touching it. See Figure #2. Geller also had Kirlian photos with a huge
(OOBE) red corona above the finger. Moss also showed another photo that she
said might be an out-of-body experience of a leaf, for the energy body was quite
separate and ‘floating’ above the physical leaf. This OOBE type picture was
achieved by accident when the grounding wire glanced off the stem and landed
on the film. She showed a number of phantom leaf effects, see Figures 5,6,7,8 &
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9, and noted that using ether on a leaf (and taking the picture at the right time of
year) facilitated the photographing of phantom effects.
The proof that a second energy body remains, even if the physical part is gone,
may have long range beneficial effects for regeneration of severed limbs. In an
article entitled “Direct Current Neural Systems” (Psychoenergetic Systems,
Vol. 2, pp 190-191) Dr. R. O. Becker discusses an electrical current that is
connected to the nerves but somehow independent of them. This second
electrical system parallels closely the nerve circuit and carries information by
displaying slow rhythmic fluctuations and by changing polarity. In discussing
healing, regeneration and current changes Becker states:
While healing is a controlled process, animals differ in the efficiency with
which they heal. Amputation of an arm in the frog results in simple
scarification of the remaining stump, while in the salamander, a
completely new extremity is regrown by a process called regeneration. If
the current of the injury was the signal in our theoretical healing control
system, would it not be different in animals capable of regeneration
compared with those lacking this capacity? Our experiments done in 1959
utilized these two species of amphibians. Measurements of the current of
injury at the amputation site showed remarkable differences between the
two during the healing process. That this electrical potential is the actual
signal was shown by subsequent work which artificially duplicated the
salamanders’ current of injury in frogs, resulting in the complete
regeneration of a new extremity. More recently, we have been able to
produce partial limb regeneration in rats by a similar technique and some
clinical applications are under study in human beings at this time.
Kirlian photography is an exciting new field of investigation. In a very visual
way it has helped substantiate such controversial areas as acupuncture, astral
bodies, auras, out-of-body experiences and psychic healing as well as pioneer
new means of metallurgical and medical analyses and diagnoses.
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