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PART THREE: THE QUANTUM PHYSICS OF CONSCIOUSNESS

Retrocognitive, Precognitive &
Target Displacement Effects In:
Card Reading and Dream
Telepathy Experiments
by Marc Seifer
Abstract:
During various card and dream telepathy experiments, displacement ef
fects occurred more frequently than direct hitting. In the case of the cards,
symbol substitution, retrocognitive, precognitive and clairvoyant displacements
were evident simultaneously. Similarly, in dream telepathy studies, target dis
placement occurred when incidents in the sender’s life were picked up instead
of the target, and the dreams themselves displaced these incidents both back
wards and forwards in time.

Introduction:
During telepathy studies in card and dream experiments it was noticed that
displacements of one form or another were much more common than direct hits. This
is a well known phenomena which was first noticed by Dr. C.G. Abbot, Executive
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution who related his tendency to displace in card
experiments when he was fatigued. However the phenomena became famous with the
investigations of Soal and Goldney. In their attempts at replicating Rhine’s card
experiments, over thousands of trials they were only able to produce chance results.
Whatley Carington suggested to Soal that he check for displacement effects and by
making the various corrections consisting of 11,328 trials, a critical ratio of 13.6 was
achieved. Rhine points out that this figure has a corresponding probability that requires
35 digits to express.
Since displacement effects are a well known phenomena (Rhine, Carington, Soal,
et al) there will be no attempts to prove again their existence. Rather, this paper seeks
to explore various kinds of displacements and discuss theoretical implications of each
as they arise.
ESP seems to operate unconsciously. One might conclude that conscious
attempts at producing psi (as in obtaining direct hits) may be more difficult to achieve
than unconscious manifestations of psi (as in displacement effects). Therefore, as
Rhine has pointed out, there may be a relationship to unconscious psychological
processes and ESP displacements. Rhine also links this phenomena to neurological
structures, and so this paper seeks to also explore the relationship of the quantum
physics and neurology with corresponding laws to analogous situations in psi phenom
ena.
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Displacements can occur in the following three areas:

SPACE DISPLACEMENTS
TIME DISPLACEMENTS
TARGET DISPLACEMENTS
General ESP (GESP) can also occur during displacement effects as in the
following case: A deck is shuffled and a sender proceeds to try and send one card after
another. If a subject consistently guesses one ahead, for instance, it cannot be
determined whether the subject was clairvoyant or precognitive. In the former case,
the subject somehow knows the total sequence, but guesses them in order but off one;
in the latter case, the subject sees the card before the sender does. It is also possible
that clairvoyance and precognition may combine in producing the displacement. If the
effect is additive, then this may explain why displacement effects occur more often
than just telepathy (i.e. direct hitting).

Card Experiments
The following examples were taken from simple telepathy experiments with
standard ESP cards whereby the deck was first shuffled and then a sender proceeded
to try and transmit each card to a group of receivers.
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Since we are unable to tell whether the displacements were due to clairvoyance
or retro and precognitive phenomena, we can only speculate. It is my guess that both
are combined so that in figure #1, the sender has already looked at the card and is now
on the next card. The receiver theoretically clairvoyantly (but unconsciously) knows
the entire sequence and due to some lag effect tends to get the message after it was
consciously terminated.
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Brief discussion: There may be a relationship between personality types and
displacement effects. In Figure #2 it may be hypothesized that clairvoyance is
cooperating with precognition and that the receiver is actively searching for the target.
The subject in Figure one is a more passive introversive type and so (theoretically)
waits for the answer, whereas the more extroverted #2 looks into the future for the
answer.
Favorite Symbols: Target configurations seem to effect subjects differently. It
was noted that some subjects tend to hit more on one symbol than another. In the
following case this person seemed to cue in on the stars:
Target Displacements

The following run is analyzed for possible target displacements. This student has
had a number of psychic experiences and one classic precognitive experience during
the time he attended class. Although his 7 hits is slightly suggestive of psi ability, it is
possible that he mixed targets. Three times he guessed squares and a cross came up
and three times he guessed a star and squiggling lines came up. Further inquiry into
the possibility of target displacements is recommended.
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The following subject had 3 direct hits and 10 precognitive displacements off 2:
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Notice that all the hits occurred on squiggling lines. This girl stated that when she
thought the card was squiggling she saw a vivid image of water in her mind. One can
see that psi is manifesting itself in Figure #5 but in a most peculiar manner. Although
Tart speculates a transtemporal inhibition as a possible mechanism for displacement
effects, the fact that they are so prevalent and that they occur without any conscious
intent of the subject leads one to speculate on the relationship of displacement effects
to the structure of unconscious processes and the personality of the subject. In this
case, the subject stated she identified with water (squiggling lines), but also it might be
mentioned that she works a night shift. Interestingly enough another female subject
from a few years ago tended to displace 5 units. A striking personality trait of hers was
her Tom-boy nature. In any event, in simple card experiments when the conscious tries
for direct hits, often times it is quite surpassed by the unconscious, as in displacement
effects.

Displacement in Dreams
During dream telepathy studies with my classes, it was noticed that telepathy
often occurred although unrelated to the target. The general procedure was for me to
randomly choose a picture (usually from a magazine) at about 12 midnight and have
my class try dreaming of it. (It should be noted that I would also attempt to think about
the target throughout the night. Before the experiment, I asked the students to
command their unconscious to “DREAM WHAT MARC IS LOOKING AT”.) Although
partial hits are common, direct hits are fairly rare.
One example of a direct hit:
Dream—A girl is running through a drugstore looking for flowers.
Target—-A picture of a tulip in a test-tube.
One example of a partial hit:
Dream—“All I see is a circus or a fair”.
Target—Two people and a tiger running along a beach.
Since the students are asked to dream of me, sometimes telepathy occurs
unrelated to the experiment.
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Dream Telepathy Target
Displacements, (2 examples)
Dream—A dream of Indian jewelry.
Incident—The night of the experiment I was stringing jewelry.
Dream—A whole bunch of little black icons.
Incident—The weekend of the experiment I saw the film “Black Sunday”. In it
plastic explosives were smuggled into the country in blue icons. (Note the sandwich of
the title “Black Sunday” with the blue icons — thus ‘black icons').
In both cases the dreamer had a connection to the target. In the first case the
subject had strung jewelry at one time in her life and in the second case, the dreamer
was a nun. Although it can be argued that the synchronicity was mere coincidence,
both dreamers claimed that the dream was atypical of their dreams. I have noticed that
telepathy often occurs when the subject has had experiences related to the target. It
has been suggested by Carl Jung that similar archetypal patterns may account for the
mechanism of telepathy and many others have suggested that this may be a form of
resonance — or mutual vibrations.
To further support the hypothesis of some form of resonance as the medium of
telepathy takes the following incident: There is a young dog that comes around my
hous^ and her name is Rachael. She had not been around for about a week and I was
concerned. When I went to class one of my students said that she just received a
Siamese cat and she was going to name her Rachael. She had no idea where the name
came from although this student has had dreams about me. In analyzing the similari
ties between us (the pattern of our personal archetypes) we noticed that:

Siamese cats live next to me.
I ‘own’ another cat.
I care a great deal about a puppy named Rachael.
We have conducted dream telepathy experiments in class.
She
She
She
She

received a Siamese kitten.
has lived with cats all her life.
cares a great deal about the kitten.
has dreamt of me.

,

Was it the similiarity of our backgrounds coupled with the emotional similarities
associated with a puppy and a kitten that provided an archetypal pattern responsible
for the telepathy?

Time Displacement in Dream Telepathy
The following dream is retrocognitive and may be precognitive as well. It also
occurred during experimentation in dream telepathy.
I had a dream where I received change for a 1936 quarter, five to seven mercury
head dimes all dated 1927, (which I saw coming out of a green dime roll) and a
bogus half dollar. One of the 1927 dimes had a phony back held to it by a small
plastic seal, and there was a phony S (mint mark) on it. I wondered how odd I should
be so lucky, but how odd that I should get all the same date. (2/15/76)

Later that day I drove from Rhode Island to New York and stopped at a Shell
Gasoline Station to 'fill up’. When I handed the man my Shell credit card he noticed that
it had expired 2 years ago. Luckily I had enough money to pay the $7.19 in cash. On the
ride home I got a flat tire.
In analyzing this dream I reasoned that the five to seven mercury head dimes
stood for my five to seven credit cards. One of them, however, the one with the phony
‘s’ on it stood for the expired Shell card which I never use. The reason I tried to use it on
this occasion was the fact that it was Sunday and that was the only station open on the
way. Subliminally I probably knew I would go there. Interestingly when writing the
dream down I wrote the cash payments as $7.91 instead of $7.19 and so reasoned that
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the 1927 date may have actually meant 1972, the year I received most or all of these
cards.
Notice also that 719 are the same digits as the date. I also reasoned that the
bogus 50 cent piece was precognitive and symbolic for the flat tire which I received. (I
had driven over a nail).
The following Tuesday I told my parapsychology class of the dream and its
possible symbolic omen for the phony ‘s' on the back of one of the mercury dimes
standing for the expired Shell card, and the bogus 50 cent piece symbolizing the
getting a flat tire. We were discussing and experimenting with dream telepathy at this
time and I asked if anyone had dreamt anything similar. One student whom I had had
telepathic rapport with before raised his hand and told the following story:
On Friday the 13th, 1976at 2:17PM, I received a call from an acquaintance named
Tom. Tom was interested in buying some silver coins from me, specifically some
mercury head dimes for the purpose of making earings. I told Tom that I wasn’t sure
if I wanted to sell the dimes, but told him to call me the following morning and I would
give him an answer then.
On Saturday the 14th at 9:27 AM Tom called about purchasing the dimes. I told
him I would sell a $5.00 roll of mercury dimes for $25.00. He agreed at that and said
he would arrive within an hour. Tom arrived approximately one hour later; we made
‘small talk’ and I handed him a roll of mercury head dimes in a green wrapper. Tom
took the dimes and slid them from the wrapper into his left hand to see if they were
silver mercury dimes. He was satisfied and slid them back into the wrapper and paid
me $25.00 cash and said he was very happy with the deal. I asked him if it was illegal
to mutilate U.S. coins. Tom said no it wasn’t but that the coin loses its face value and
couldn’t be used to make purchases again.
The reason I know the precise time of the telephone calls is that I write down all
in-coming and out-going calls. (Richard Studley)

This clearly was a case of dream telepathy but in a retrocognitive sense. I had
somehow picked up this incident from the past and used it symbolically to describe
some curious and unforseen events in the immediate future. Note also that the times of
the calls: 2:17 PM and 9:27 AM contain the numbers $7.19 and 1927 within their
composition. The 1936 might have condensed the February 13,1976, and the quarter
and one half dollar may have symbolically stood for the $25.00 which was the cost of
the roll of dimes, and the’fact that a roll contains 50 coins-. It might also be noted that I
used to save coins and the mercury head dimes are one of my ‘favorites’. My psyche
was well equipped to receive the impressions of this particular incident. Here is a clear
case where the archetype of the dimes had already been well rooted in my cognitorium, so perhaps through properties of resonance, the transaction was telepathically
picked up.

The second dream recounted below not only links the past to the future, but it
contains telepathic, clairvoyant and synchronistic phenomena as well:
I had a dream of a colored $2.00 bill. (The $2.00 bills were just recently re-released
into circulation. They commemorate the signing of the Declaration of Indepen
dence, 1776, and contain that memorable scene on the back.) It was yellow, green,
blue and red (in the dream). Later that day, after waking up, I went to the grocery
store and bought eggs, milk and bread. The bill came exactly to $2.00! I reached
into my pocket and much to my amazement I pulled out a $2.00 bill and payed the
grocer! I I had no idea there was a $2.00 bill in my pocket.
The night before my girlfriend had returned $3.00 that she had borrowed, and I
took the money and placed it in my pocket, assuming it was three one dollar bills.
She had, unknown to me, of course, given me a two-dollar bill and a one-dollar bill.
My dream about the colored bill was, I suspected, telepathic, in that I had read her
subconscious. It was also precognitive or synchronistic because my grocery tab
received after the dream was exactly $2.00. Needless to say the pulling out of the
exact amount was amazing. (4/19/76)

In relating the story to my class I told them that the bill was colored, “not Negro,
but yellow, red, etc”. Someone spoke up and stated that there was indeed a Black man
on the bill and in short order this was proven to be correct. This led me to believe that
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my dream may also have been clairvoyant, i.e. I was picking up vibrations directly from
the money itself. In any event the dream dealt with the immediate past, my girlfriend
giving me the money, the future the grocery tab, and the dream contained information
in symbolic form that neither my girlfriend nor I knew about — the ‘colored man’ in the
picture.

Discussion
J.B. Rhine tells us that "psi function is of primitive and neurologically submerged
character”. Recently, parapsychologists have looked to link psi processes to informa
tion decoding processes in memory tasks. Harvey Irwin speculates that:
psi information enters the system at some point between the sense organs and
memorial contact and thereafter undergoes essentially the same sequence of
processing as do sensory inputs. (JSPR, 4/78, vol 72 #2)

Neurophysiologists such as Karl Pribram and Holger Hyden have linked memory
to changes in the base counts of RNA in the neural and glial cells of the brain. So this
brings memory and psi processes to the level of the molcular arrangement of RNA and
proteins. Therefore in order to understand these processes, the physical aspects to the
structure of atoms and biological molecules becomes paramount. This brings parapsychoilogy to an interface with neurophysiology and quantum physics.
It is well known that various forms of psi can transcend time and space and it is
also well known that elementary particles can perform analogous operations. Dirac
has proposed a concept of negative space which Feynman relates to backwards
flowing time, and another physicist, Gerald Feinberg proposes that precognition can
be explained by the theoretical particle called the TACHYON, which, travelling faster
than the speed of light, flows from the future event back to the present.
This paper proposes that dream symbology and simple card experiments can at
times relate directly to both targets from the past (retrocognition) and from the future
(precognition) simultaneously. In the case of dreams both phenomena can be seen to
occur in the same dream. Thus there may be a parallel with the physicists’ discovery
and theories of particles that flow back and forth in time:
The mathematical formulism of field theory suggests that these lines (from a photon
scattering diagram) can be interpretated in two ways; either as positrons moving
forwards in time, or as electrons moving backwards in time! (his emphasis)... For
every process there is an equivalent process with the direction of time reversed and
particles replaced by anti-particles. (Fritjof Capra, The Tao of Physics, pp183-184)

Multidimensional Time
Our current model for the structure of the cosmos is 4 dimensional with 3
dimensions of space and only one dimension for time. Tart has recently speculated
that there are altered states of consciousness that specifically identify information
from either the immediate past, present or future; and he also notes that as with
Saltmarsh and Dunne (1934), time itself may be multidimensional. Saltmarsh proposed
in his book Foreknowledge that a ‘subliminal self (Myers, et al) had a diffierent time
scale than the conscious. It is wider in scope and actually incorporates more of the
future into the present.
Ouspensky in New Model of the Universe and Rampa in Wisdom of the Ancients
speculate that this second dimension of time is one of PROBABILITY FUTURES.
Ouspensky goes further to suggest that time has a third dimension as well. Therefore
he concludes that space/time is now a six-dimensional structure. Whereas contempo
rary thought has this structure as four-dimensional, Ouspensky says there should be
symmetry between space and time so if space is 3 dimensional then time must also be
3 dimensional.

Jung’s Theory of the Collective Unconscious
On the other hand, Jung does not go into the structural properties of time per se,
but notes that man’s collective psyche contains archetypes which TRAVEL ACROSS
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TIME (Progoff, Jung), as in the production of synchronistic phenomena. Take, for
example, the famous remarkable synchronisities surrounding the deaths of Lincoln
and Kennedy:
Both were presidents shot in the back of the head. Lee Harvey Oswald a “lone”
assassin and John Wilkes Booth, a “lone" assassin have similiarly structured
names as well (3 words) and both have 15 letters. Kennedy and Lincoln (1960 and
1860 administrations) both have 7 letters and amazingly Kennedy’s secretary was
named Lincoln and visa versa! Both were followed in office by a southerner named
Johnson born in 1809 and 1909 respectively.

Alan Vaughan has hypothesized that prophecy occurs because history is pat
terned with recurring cycles. Progoff and Jung have speculated that an archetypal
pattern or psychic structure existing in a collective psyche is the mechanism responsi
ble for transforming this similiarity “across” time. These formative structures of
emotionally cathected psychic complexes are energy Gestalts that attract events
around them (Jung). They are substantive in that they exist regardless of individuals;
they are timeless symbols from the collective psyche.

Definition of Time
In order to combine Jung’s theories of archetypes which travel across time and
quantum physicists’ theories that high energy particles can flow into the past (and/or
negative space), as well as flow into or from the future, it is helpful to define just what
time is.
Time has been speculated by Kozyrev to be an energy that is “denser near the
receiver of an action and thinner near the sender” (Psychic Discoveries Behind the
Iron Curtain, ed by Ostrander and Schroeder), however by definition time itself is
nothing. TIME IS A MEASURE OF THE MOVEMENT THROUGH SPACE. One year is
one revolution of the Earth around the Sun. One hour is one twenty-fourth movement of
the Earth around its own axis. Nevertheless, Kozyrev may be measuring the rate of
energy transformation which will change with the changing speed of the movement of
the Earth. As the Earth approaches the Sun it travels faster than when it is moving away
from the Sun. Since time can be visualized to be a measure of movement through
space then the properties of this “movement” capability is what is at issue. Therefore
because of the changing velocity of the Earth, time actually changes with the seasons.
Also, since the movement of the Earth through space is a corkscrew pattern (circling
the Sun as the Solar System traverses the Galaxy) time can be seen to be structured in
a spiral. It has linear qualities seen in the progression, but repetitive qualities as well in
that time is cyclical.
Since the “now” is directly related to the current position of the Earth in space,
retrocognition and precognition can be visualized to be related to where the Earth
“was” and where it will be. Retrocognition is related to the concept of the Akashic
Record which is a theoretical dimension which contains a complete record of the past.
In fact when we look at the Sun we are actually looking into the past because it takes
between eight and nine minutes for the light from the Sun to reach us. In the same
sense, when we look out into the cosmos we are looking into the past—hundreds of
millions of light years into the past. Since the stars are so far away we can only see the
light they gave off many many years ago. It takes quite awhile for that light to reach us.
Precognition can be viewed as the ability to project into the probable future to
determine where the Earth will be and what will be happening at this time. Lobsang
Rampa calls this cognitive dimension the HALL OF FUTURE PROBABILITIES, and
Ouspensky and Saltmarsh call it the second dimension of time. It must be emphasized
that precognition deals with probable futures. Although determinism (first cause or
God’s Will) and teleology (the goal of a situation) are important components to the
future, free will always plays a part.
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The Collective Unconscious,
Particles and Anti-Particles
The two dreams discussed above contained distinct retrocognitive and precognitive elements. In regards to these symbolic structures (i.e. the dream archetypes)
compared to particle movements of photon scattering experiments (as outlined in
Capra’s book), just as high energy particles travel back and forth in time, psychic
patterns do as well.
There was an obscure psychic researcher, Eli Beers, 1914, whose ideas on
telepathy may shed further light on this discussion:
Nor, as far as we know, is there any reason to suppose that thought itself can
actually be transferred from one individual to another by any mode of communica
tion between man and man. That is to say, thought cannot be transferred from one
person to another in the same manner as a material substance can, where the
identical thing, as for example, a book, passes one to another.

He goes on to say that there is a difference between transferring physical objects and
transferring spoken mental concepts. The latter is “sent” from one person to another
through the medium of sound and by use of symbols.
Furthermore, since these symbols could be translated from one language into
another—that is from one form of symbology into another... and so handed down
from generation to generation ... thus man by his inventions has broken down the
barriers of space and time.

Beers use of symbols is analogous to Jung's description of the archetypes.
Mental concepts, are stored somewhere and somehow. Jung’s ideas concerning the
actual existence of a mind dimension or collective psyche is just such a mechanism for
explaining how and where time transcendent concepts are stored. Just as we can
project our thoughts into the past or the future, so must we leave this time dimension
and traverse multidimensional time. In order to do this we must use energy that has
transcendent capabilities. An important theory to keep in mind is that mind energy,
since it is not bounded by the physical universe, is always operating inTACHYONICor
faster than light-speed dimensions. Mind energy may never operate as slow as the
speed of light, but is transduced down through the brain when it needs to reach the
physical plane.
Conclusion
Displacement effects in card and dream telepathy experiments are evidence for
the time transcendent and unconscious qualities of ESP. Since the physical universe is
bounded by its physical place in the dynamic present, displacements in time (or
clairvoyant displacements) lead one to speculate that theories concerning the struc
ture of the psyche may shed light on the hidden structures of multidimensional
space/time.
The collective psyche and substantive archetypes that can travel across time,
and theoretical and actual elementary particles that flow back and forth in time/space
may share some common principles. By analyzing ESP displacements and applying
knowledge from quantum physics and Jungian psychology, perhaps the mechaniza
tion of ESP transfer and the multidimensionality of our space/time environment will be
revealed. Personality characteristics, attitudes, environmental influences, synchronicity and various principles of resonance may also be important keys.
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The above paper was submitted to the Parapsychology Association for their 1979
Summer Convention and rejected for the reasons sighted below. Dr. John Palmer
teaches parapsychology at John F. Kennedy University in Orinda, California. Marc
Seifer's rebuttal follows.

June 7, 1979

Dear Marc:
I regret to inform you that the Program Committee has rejected your paper
entitled ‘‘Retrocognitive, Precognitive and Target Displacement Effects: In Card
Reading and Dream Telepathy Experiments.”
The Committee’s reaction to this paper was very negative. The examples you
cite are virtually worthless as evidence for the points you wish to make. Without
proper statistical evaluation, there is no basis for concluding that they involve psi
at all. The card guessing results you cite, for example, could easily occur from
time to time in a chance distribution of outcomes. The anecdotal case reports
occassionally achieve surface plausibility, but the synchronicities often seem
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forced. The theoretical ideas you present were generally speculative and poorly
developed. (One of us, however, found your point on page 6 that “telepathy often
occurs when the subjects has had experiences related to the target” to be an
interesting one that might be developed further.)
In summary, while the paper shows a good deal of enthusiasm and perhaps
contains some valid intuitive insights, it also reveals an almost total lack of critical
judgment and intellectual self-discipline. There are too little of the latter qualities in
the field already.
Sincerely,
John Palmer, Ph.D.
Chairman, PA Program Committee
Mr. Setter's rebuttal
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Dr. Palmer for his comments
regarding this paper which was submitted for the August 1979 Parapsychology
Association Convention. It is highy commendable for the committee to take the
time; and in fact, I think it should be a manditory practice in cases of serious
submissions. Naturally, however, I disagree with the criticisms or I would not have
written the paper in the first place.
Dr. Palmer’s statements point to the heart of a very serious problem: WHAT
ARE THE GOALS OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY? MetaScience Quarterly seeks not to
waste time proving over and over again discoveries that were made 50 years ago
(unless the discoveries have been obscured, glossed over or are still
contravercial). Simple experiments with standard ESP cards have established
beyond any shadow of a doubt that telepathy, precognition clairvoyance and
displacement effects do occur. These facts are cornerstone findings at the very
foundation of experimental parapsychology. And yet many experimenters are still
trying to prove once again undisputed evidence that has been thoroughly
established long ago.
Ten hits in any series of 25 ESP cards whether displaced or not is significant
at approximately P = .0064 level. Three hits all on the same target with no other
hits is also an occurrence which lies beyond chance expectation. However, as Dr.
Palmer points out, on any single run with no attempt at repeatibility these
statistics are almost meaningless.
As for the anecdotal instances of ESP, this author chose only the clearest
cases of telepathy from his files. When one dreams of a roll of mercury head
dimes and then finds out that his student sold a roll of mercury head dimes that
same day—to call this “mere coincidence” or a “worthless” instance of psi is to
make a sham out of the findings of parapsychology. This is an obvious case of
telepathy (and/or synchronicity).
However, to satisfy the statistics buff, consider the following premises:
1.1 have never dreamt about mercury head dimes before (to my knowledge).
2.1 teach a course on dream interpretation, so am quite aware of my dreams.
3.1 remember at least one dream a week.
4. In a 10-year-period that is 520 dreams. The odds of dreaming about mercury
head dimes therefore is at least 1/520.
I My student had never sold a roll of mercury dimes before.
II We were experimenting in dream telepathy tests that weekend.
III In a ten year period the odds of this fellow selling mercury head dimes is 1/
3,650.
The odds of me dreaming (and remembering) about mercury head dimes
the very day this student sold the roll is conservatively figured at:

51

52
1/520 X 1/3,650 = 1/1,898,000 or almost two million to one. This is for a ten
year period. A five year period would be 670,000 to one, a one year period,
18,000 to one.
To call this a weak case of telepathy is to ignore the fact that telepathy is a
relatively common phenomena especially when one seeks it; (see, for instance,
DREAM TELEPATHY by Ullmann, Krippner and Vaughan).
The point of the article as well as the point of this particular argument is —
parapsychology should stop worrying about pleasing the skeptics. (Dr. Palmer is
not a skeptic but he is overly concerned with time-worn criticisms of the field.) We
must move beyond cornerstone findings by accepting them, thus beginning to
explore the “why” plus the mechanics involved in psi.
The article clearly demonstrated that telepathy is displaced in time (a wellknown phenomena discussed for 50 years in such periodicals as THE JOURNAL
OF PARAPSYCHOLOGY and THE JOURNAL OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR
PSYCHICAL RESEARCH).
The same symbol or bit of information can be displaced both backwards and
forwards in time. Quantum physicists have speculated that some elementary
particles do the very same thing. Is this similarity important?

jfoimnAL of 0ccun Studies
An Interdisciplinary Approach to Paranormal Phenomena
Due to an overwhelming demand from our readers we are reprinting the original Journal of Occult
Studies in one 300 page volume, index included. Below is an excerpt from Howard Smukler's initial
editorial:

EDITORIAL POLICY

Anyone involved in paranormal research knows that there is an enormous void created by a
lack of respectable publications in the field. Despite what many academics say, there are a large
number of students and teachers actively engaged in the serious study of “occult phenomena."
To these imaginative researchers, the important problem becomes, where can I publish my
results,
It is hoped that our Journal of Occult Studies can fill this void with a high quality, academic
treatment of major paranormal research. Our scope is broad and will cover anything from the
standard ESP experience to the problems of UFO’s. In short we are interested in research which
has historically been “hidden” and allowed to exist only on the fringes of intellectual activity. As so
many parapsychologists are now discovering (see the name-change editorial, Psychic, March) all
paranormal activity is part of a larger fabric and the efforts at specialization and departmentaliza
tion only serve to inhibit any solution to the common problems with which we all wrestle.
In addition to its broader coverage, the Journal of Occult Studies intends to present the material
objectively yet tempered with a sympathetic understanding of the field. We do not agree with the
policy of the Journal of Parapsychology (JP, June, 1975) that only significant results should be
published. At the same time we do not approve of the witch-hunt style that accompanied the new
Committee to Investigate Paranormal Phenomena headed by Kurtz and Truzzi (Fate, March,
1977). In this issue we printed a critical article on biorhythms, a mixed review of the Geller-effect
and a positive result of pyramid power. We will go where the research takes us and in an area as
deep and rich as the occult, we think the whole gamut of results can be expected and reported.
I know it is the hope of many of us who have labored with the controversy of our field that history
will look back kindly on this embryonic period of occult study. Perhaps when metal-bending is a
common event and extraterrestrial contact has been established, we can all say that we were at
the right place, at the right time and pursued our instincts to the fullest. Hopefully the Journal of
Occult Studies will play a small, but important part in both justifying our efforts as well as unlocking
the elusive secrets of paranormal events.
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