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Wilhelm Reich and his Cloudbuster
Marc Seifer
Wilhelm Reich is, perhaps, one of the most enigmatic figures of the 20th century.
Born March 24, 1897 in Galicia Austria, he served as an officer in the army during
World War I and became a medical doctor and part of Freud’s Vienna Psychoanalytic
Society throughout the 1920’s. He authored many psychological texts such as The
Mass Psychology of Facism, The Function of The Orgasm and Character Analysis.
Reich also invented numerous devices, including the illustrious orgone box and the
cloudbuster; lived in half a dozen European countries, married 3 times, taught medical
psychology in New York City at the New School For Social Research; founded a
scientific research center in Rangeley, Maine, and died in an American Federal
Penitentiary on November 3, 1957, while serving a sentence for contempt of court.
Reich’s invention of the cloudbuster and its purported contact with UFO’s,
emerged as a direct result of his research into the source of biological energy, which
Freud and Jung called the LIBIDO and which he called ORGONE ENERGY. While still a
youth, Reich’s mother committed suicide after his father discovered that she had had
an affair with one of his tutors. His last wife and biographer, Use Ollendorff, states that
young Wilheim himself was somewhat responsible for the discovery of the affair. Many
years later, while a protege of Freud, there was a discussion as to the origin of
neuroses. Frued had related these origins of neuroses to infantile sexual conflicts and
believed that discussing the source of the problems in psychoanalysis would lead to a
cure. Reich took his theory still further by postulating that psychological illnesses
rooted themselves in the physiology of the body as well; that is to say the libido, or life
energy, would be damned up in repressed areas of the flesh. Reich therefore postula
ted that a complete cure had to deal with the physiology of the person as well as the
psychology. He felt that actual body messages which worked out these tense areas,
coupled with psychoanalysis would lead to a final cure. A normal person would have
‘orgiastic potency’, i.e., the ability to have a complete, fulfilling orgasm.
By asking the question as to the function of the orgasm, Reich concluded that only
a person with freely flowing energy could achieve complete climax, and that the
function of the orgasm was as a regulator of the PRIMAL BIOLOGICAL ENERGY that
flows through all living organisms.
More of these ideas were developed in the late 1920’s and early '30’s. At the
same time Reich was advocating sex education for youths, abolishment of existing
laws against homosexuals as well as a freer sexual atmosphere. These so called
political overtones to his writings seemed to the Psychoanalytic Society the wrong
way. In 1934 he was expelled from the society and had to flee Germany. Ironically the
Gestapo was upset about his particular sexual philosophy. The Nazi’s seized his books
and journals and burned them as Reich fled. After a brief stay in Denmark he ended up
in Norway having been invited there by his friend Otto Fenichel, a psychoanalyst, from
his days in Vienna.
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While in Norway, Reich commenced experimentation to uncover the physical
reality of sexual energy. He started by measuring the electrical potential of the skin
during sexual excitement, eventually discovering that this life energy, which he called
ORGONE ENERGY, actually permeated inorganic matter as well.
Reich called these energy vesicles "bions” which he purportedly produced by
pressure cooking such chemicals as potassium chloride and coal dust. He published
his research himself, seeking in a sense not to have other scientists replicate his work,
and created a vocabulary to define various forces he uncovered:

Bions
Orgone Energy
Oranur (nuclear energy)
DOR (deadly orgone energy)
It was at this time that he was vehemently attacked by the Norwegian press as a
pseudo-scientist and pornographer. Reich moved once more arriving in the United
States in 1939. He was preceded by Fenichel who had a falling out with Reich, and, as it
has been reported, was responsible for the rumor that Reich had suffered a nervous
breakdown and was going insane.
There is little doubt that Reich became somewhat paranoid. He had reason to be,
having been persecuted by the psychoanalytic society, the communists, Nazis,
Norwegians and later, the American Federal Drug Administration. Another friend from
his days in Vienna, Bruno Bettelheim, visited him in New York in the early 1940’s.
Bettelheim has stated that Reich was normal in all respects unrelated to his work in
orgone energy. When it came to this particular area, Bettelheim, a well-respected
psychoanalyst, stated that Reich might have suffered from ‘encapsulated psychoses’.
His own vocabulary included names such as:

EPPO (Emotional Plague Prevention Office)
HIG (Hoodlums in Government)
EA (Flying Saucers, i.e. Energy Alpha)
etc.
Attempts to publish some of his scientific studies in reputable journals made it
difficult to accept many of his conclusions. To this author’s knowledge, Trevor
Constable's attempts at duplicating some of Reich’s more controversial research is
rather unique. The premise of MetaScience Quarterly is to prejudge nothing. There
fore, although what follows might seem ‘far out', we suggest that before any reader
criticizes Reich’s work, initiates might first delve into his writings, attempting to
replicate the research, making sure the procedures are similar. Direct experience is
the first step to truth.
Reich discovered that metal seemed to reflect orgone energy, whereas organic
material such as wood or wool absorbed this energy. Reich’s orgone accumulators
were simply telephone-booth size containers made of layers of metal and wood. These
boxes accumulated the orgone energy and could be used to treat cancerous patients
who sat in them. Reich wrote in The Cancer Biopathy that the accumulator did not cure
cancer, but alleviated some of the symptoms.
In the late 1940’s and early ’50’s Reich expanded his work to analyze the effects
of nuclear radiation on biological organisms. He stated that ‘radiation sickness’ was
due to life energy's defensive mechanisms against nuclear radiation rather than the
reverse. The implications of this conclusion are that a perfectly healthy organism, one
that knows how to regulate the orgone (life) energy, would become immune to disease,
since disease itself is a result of the inefficient, defensive abilities of an organism, and
not due to an infection.
Since radioactivity is caused by decay of atoms, Reich saw atomic energy as
energy after matter. On. the other hand, Orgone energy was prematerial, i.e. before
matter. It is universally present and surrounds and permeates all things. These
energies are antagonistic to one another (see Orgone Physics in Reich’s Selected
Writings.) They are polar opposites.
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1897 - 1957.

Fearing the possibility of nuclear confrontation as a result of the Korean War,
Reich applied to the Atomic Energy Commission for radioactive materials so he could
commence studies on radiation sicknesses. On January 5, 1951, two milligrams of
pure radium arrived at his laboratory in Rangeley Maine; one milligram was placed in a
cannister as a control and left untreated, whereas the other milligram was placed in an
orgone box. During this time the air seemed oppressive and there was ‘a salty taste in
the air’, and workers developed conjunctivitis.

The OR energy seemed to have changed into dangerous deadly power.
We came to call this effect ‘DOR '(Deadly Orgone). All work in the building
had to be stopped immediately, p. 363... It was perfectly clear, from what
we had experienced that the OR energy field of the laboratory had been
greatly extended and excited to a dangerous degree far outside of the
outer walls ... (which persisted even) without any radium in the charger,
p. 371
Coupled with these effects were electromagnetic interferences. Static noises,
like thunder, became apparent and the radio went dead! His wife Use tells us in her
biography that Wilhelm began to paint frantically during some of these experiments.
He falsely accused Use of infidelity and subsequently suffered a heart attack in
October, 1951. Instead of neutralizing the radioactive material, Reich excited the
‘highly concentrated orgone energy ...’ — p. 105. Over forty mice had died and all
work in the observatory had to be curtailed. She said that Reich called heart attacks
heart break attacks. The only pleasant times between them involved their son, Peter.
in order to remove the Deadly Orgone, Reich invented the cloudbuster and
ordered two of them to be assembled in September 1952. By connecting the huge
pipes to a water supply he hoped to draw the ‘DOR’ from the atmosphere.
It was during these times that Reich claimed to have spotted UFO's. As Treavor
Constable said, Reich may have “disturbed a fundamental interface of nature”, i.e.,
prematerial orgone energy and post material decaying atomic energy. Reich felt that
the air force and President Eisenhower were aware that he had indeed attracted
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interdimensional spacecraft, i.e., UFO’s. Reich stated that his cloudbuster could also
create or disintegrate clouds as well as dissipate animating energy that propelled
UFO’s.

One may create clouds in the cloud-free sky in a certain manner by
distubing the eveness in the distribution of the atmospheric orgone en
ergy. ... The more clouds that are present and the heavier the clouds, the
easier it is to induce growth of clouds and finally rain. The fewer clouds,
the more difficult and the longer it takes, (p. 444 in Selected Writings.)
In his son’s biography, A Book of Dreams, Peter describes in much more detail,
Reich’s attempts in Arizona in 1954, to create rain clouds and dissipate UFO’s (which
he called EA’s). Wherever Reich experimented with these primal energies he seemed
to attract EA’s.
/ was just about to go back downstairs when I saw it, hovering in the south.

I watched it for a minute. It pulsated and glowed. Then I ran to get daddy.
He was sitting in his work room at a long desk writing in one of his red
ledger books. “Daddy, I spotted one. In the east. It looks pretty big."
Peter was sent to fetch Reich’s daughter Eva and her husband Bill, while Reich went to
his cloudbuster.

“Run to the cloudbuster and make ready. Unplug all the pipes and pull
them out to full length."
Bill pulled his binoculars. “Boy, it sure is something, ’’ he said handing
the glasses to Eva. She looked for a while and said, “I knew it would
come. ”
(Bill operated the cloudbuster for a while). Daddy took off his hat and
pushed his hand through his long silvery hair. “I wish I knew if this was an
attack or if they were just observing the Earth ”.. .(Then Peter took over
the controls).
I moved the cloudbuster slowly form one side of the EA to the other. I let
it draw on the right side for a while and then dipped it slowly like a baby’s
cradle on a yoyo and rubbed back and forth at the sky beneath it before
coming back up the other side. I let the cloudbuster orurize on either side
... “Why it’s gone!" Bill said...
Daddy said, “That was very good Peeps, very good. You are a real good
little soldier because you have discovered a new way to disable EA's. I am
very proud of you. ’’
All through the early 1950’s Reich was constantly harrassed by the Federal Food
and Drug Administration. They refused to accept his work with Orgone accumulators
and subsequently arrested Reich for transportating them across state lines. Reich,
who definitely had emotional problems, as well as suffering from paranoia, refused to
acknowledge the court as judge of his work. Fie insisted that only scientists could judge
his findings and asked for a ‘Board of Social Pathology’ to hear and determine the
matter.
Since Reich would not allow himself to be tried for the charges against him, the
McCarthy era witch hunt tried and sent him to jail for contempt of court. The
bizarre Reich felt to the end that President Eisenhower would step in and pardon him,
but he died of a heart attack in jail — a week before his parole hearing.
Use tells us: “In the closing addresses one again and again had a feeling that the
two sides were speaking different languages.” As a fitting climax to this incredible
episode in American history, Wilhelm Reich’s books were ordered confiscated and
burned! Hundreds of his texts and documents were destroyed in this manner. To this
day, his work remains to be proved or disproved by other scientists.

